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By ROGER WETHERINGTON
A Family Court judee has blasted the “horrible, dreadful” conditions at Willow-

brook State School and called on the state to move cguickly to remedy them.
gretfully” ruled that he had no authority to intervene on behalf of any neglected chil-

dren at the Staten Island institution.

In a decision made last week
and served on the parties yester-
day, the judge, ph J, Cory,
disraissed a suit brought by the
Staten Island Society for the
Prevention of Crucliy to Chil-
dren. The society huad asked him
to act on behali of neglected
childven at Wiliowbreok and
order the City Welfare Depart-
ment to contrihute toward their
support.

First Judicial Notice

Ira J. Raab, an attorney for
the socleiy, szid he will file a
not tice of appeal, nnd called ths
decision a partial victory. ITe ~ald
it was the first judicial finding
of neglect at Wiliowbrook.

Cory, assistant administrative
Judee of the I‘nmly Court for
Staten Jsland, =said state luws
wwdn that a nor*md charge can

brought apainst & parent or
"‘ ther persen legally responsible”
for & child who doas not nrovide
the child with food, xhc‘ur edu-
cation or medical or suvg cm care,

But “not even by the mest
strained or liberal rules of con-
struction” eould the law be in-
ierpreted te inelude state insti-
tutions such as Willowhrook, he
ruled,

. Expresses His Feelings

But he said he could not help
expressing his feelings about the
“Lorrible conditions at Willow-
brool,” where the “most helpless
and defenseless of our citizens”
have often been coneigned to “1{1—
adequate warehouses.” _ Public
apalhv i8 now a 1(-~wv'od_-'!;mger

But he “re-

judge and jury in its own do-
main,” he charged.

Miodrag Ristie, ncting director
of W nlcml*moh, said ro ore de-
nies_that “deplorab! 8
exist at WiliowDbroc
a program is m e

Foecaiise the Trlovyseeskers” who
U¥hioiied the prohiems tor wnat

e SAW T nSTTTUoI LY pmpﬂs
EVETONE SIN6s Tl ne «cm.e,
ne_warned. He urged the Legis-
Tature not only to appropriate
enough money “for Willowbrook,
but to authorize a state court to
intervene,

The State Department of '\Ien-
ial Hygiene, which runs Willow-
brook, “in effect is prosecutor,,

nite such cpg_(_l_i‘.'ions‘ wﬂnm 20
monuthg,

He said the federal courts do
have jurisdiction over conditions
at Willowbrook and that a simi-
Jar suit is pending in Brooklyn
Federal Court.




