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cIts diffic&h }o criticize a pop-
glar figure and make your point{
when people are enraptured with|
the man and can’t see beneath|
the surface. It’s also difficult to|
point out a weakness in a man
who has genuinely done some
good.

Such a man is Geraldo Rivera,
"he long-haired, ‘‘Puerto Rican”
idol of the television news set.
Geraldo is a good sociologist, an
excellent entertainer and al
shallow reporter. i

He seizes on emotions, while
barely skimming the surface of
the problems,” and pre.s“gnts. his
case with a téar-jerkigg"quality
which othez: ‘jnu'malists- feel|
should be reserved for the soap|
operas that precede his daily ap-|
pearance. . ... i ‘t

ABC-TV should consider fun-|
ning _their - Eyewitness  News
broadcasts _before a live audi-
eneR e gy W % (‘.f;
S;This “may “soynd, -fike -“sour
grapes. In a way, it is. It may
|sound like I'm jealous. I am.-

1 am jealous because televi-
sion has become such a power-
ful force that it can touch the
hearts of so many, evoke need-
ed changes and take all the cre-
dit.

It’s sour grapes because tele-
vision misses the minds of so
many and isn't doing the job it
could, or should be doing. And
sour, grapes because of _Willow-

brogk. et e
y aﬁ‘g‘née ﬂ'érﬁfléne__!(urﬁl_{

exposed the horrid conditions at
W?i!%brw% ﬂui’g Schoal in Mo

o

vembet
for _two moths, §
‘governmeéntXlevel

aldo arrived®on the s_cene.
Granted, he knew a good story
when he saw one and was cor-

rect in wanting to publicize the|

conditions and bring about
change. :

The fact remajns, however,
that the tearful, humble, prom-
ise - to - solve - this - for - you -
people - out - there Geraldo on
the TV screen was different than
the strutting, showboating per-
sonality who arrived at Willow-

‘";{, ‘Was In"Albany during the,
'final

brook and told all the newspaper,
reporters present, “T'm_here fo,

shake that dude (then director of

night for his provocative cover-
age of the shocking treatment
b'e;{rt]g,‘pl};atecéi ‘(imt at the state i’a\-1
cility.-He did one good thing—
he gave the’ Sblcin bﬂsipg :
piblibify. - MiekiAsen i)

But his coyerage stopped short
of a meaningful investigation
into the personal and ‘govern-
mental reasons why the tragedy
he portrayed exisjgi; = "1 -
‘When the statgile e be:

action that i#‘ﬁ'uﬁ' ot iRprov-
ing conditions at Willowbrook,
actions which have thus far been
inadequate, it was because of
the seeds sown by Jane Kurtin.
She planted them deeply and
tended them carefully and they
were _well on “thére: Wiy s fo
in

growth when'G

ta_ speed uph

weeks of the legislative ses-
sion in May. Geraidg was there
400, having told his audience he
was going to ‘the state capitol to
“make_ sure that sometting. is
done: ot B i i o

I saiy'!aim;do Tttle more than
flamboyantly attempt o impress

people with his presénce 4nd re-
port back to New York every
‘night that nothing had been done
yet but he would “keep on fight-

ing.” ‘

%Vhat disturbs me is that this
news technique has become suc-
cessful. Geraldo won dozens of
awards for his “reporting” on
Willowbrook. The spotlight shone|

brighter on him than it did on|

|the problem by the time he had
exhausted everyone’s emotionsl
on. Wi!lowbrook and decided to
move#p dnother- campaigh. ;.

His Igtest offort is ‘an Invesl:
‘gation of the: gﬁho&gjﬁﬁgh

\workers, Whom _he" theatrically

says, while clutching”a “elump
t6f "soilcan be obtained” “dirt
cheap.” |

Another cause worthy of inves-
tigation. Another chance to play
on audience sympathy and.capi-

talize on a subject on which
everyone will agree with you.
And perhaps another topic which
will drift into oblivion without
real investigation when the cam-
paign gets stale.

Ceraldo’s success Seems to
‘point out that television news
programs are moving away from
thought and toward emqtion,;\l
A 2 ngs. |

bout. |
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