!ment of Mental Hygiene,” he
'said. *“Second the parties

l
¥

By DAN DOLGI

Family Court Judge <B
[Cory  reserved decisi
yesterday on a suit by the Rich-
mond County Society for- the
Prevention of Cruelty fo
Children against the New York
State and the Mental Hygiene
Department over conditions at
Willowbrook State School.
Former Willowbrook director
Dr. Jack Hammond returned to
Staten Island to act as state
witness. He was questioned by
|State Assistant ;
General William Ryan.
Ryan, after the cou
pearance, said “We all
something has to be done:
‘the situation at Willov
But_we have” o fconsi
source of finances.™ g
Ryan said he obj to i
society’s argument g HHar
the Family 1 i

03 )4

at Willowbrook.

“First, we feel the Family
Court does not have jurisdiction
over the state or the Depart-

named in this action are not
the proper parties for the cir-
cumstance, and third we feel the
complaint should  have ‘been
made to the Department of
Mental Health before it was
brought to court.”

Cory said last night that his
written decision will not be
available for at least two
weeks. :

Ira Raab, a society attorney.
claimed the court argument
was a very rare case, deep and
heavy with legal principles.” He
said that state attorneys ap-
pealed to an old ruling of
British common law which
E ptects the state f i

on Willowbrook

cruelty s

e

“Gourt " 7
responsibility 8y ehild negleet
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The. debate “follow
# . week .a decision by

than - J a: e ;
»Broﬁkl‘yﬂ', ederal’ Court” judge

enjoining the state to “prevent
irreparable harm to patients
and deterioration’’ at|
Willowbrook. ! ‘
The decision by Justice Orrin
Judd specified nine areas of
child care the state would be
required to review and perhaps,
correct at the 5,200-patient home|
for the mentally retarded.
The Federal Court acts over|

%’ic? 5

herefore; the Family - Cou
o i vt he e
e Federal ‘-dou‘rf‘réling. SRR
In writing his decision, Cory
has the alternative to determine
whether or not the Family Court
/does have jurisdiction over the
‘welfare of institutionalized
children.

If he decides his court does
not’ have jurisdiction, as the
state attorneys claim, the case
will end there, [unless the,
society appeals. At :

Raab indicated “he  would
definitely appeal.

It Cory feels his court does
have jurisdiction he can order
a full investigation to determine
whether ‘the state has been
negligent in caring for the
residents.: ot '
The society has asked the
court .to rule that New York
| has been negligent and order|
lthe city Social Services
| Department to join the state in
loperating the institution.

3 Raab " repeatedly has urged
'that the department be required
to shoulder some of the finan-
cial and administrative ‘burdv(’en"

at Willowbrook. Tan

Claiming that about 75 per
cent of social services money
comes directly from the federal
government, he has sqid that the




