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the only home he knew

By JANE KURTIN
Andrew Stein, the Manhattan

politician last fall to speak out
against conditions at
Willowbrook State School, hasl

committed himself to help a!

former patient of the institution.

Willie Summers, 20, was
admitted to Willowbrook in 1953.
His records described him as
|a_problematic child. He was
discharged in August 1970, when

‘his 1Q reached a level that relati

dignualified him from residep

; Since ! then, . Summers Hi’l
been -trying, to- get :eajmiﬂed
o the only real home he’s' ever

assemblyman who was the first:
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Urban League, Leonard Jones,
appeared on Summers’ behalf
and told his lawyer, the
assistant district attorney and
the judge that he would be able
to find a foster home for the
youth. 4 :

Assistant District Attorney
John Q. Adams explained the
reasons for paroling Summers
in Jones’ custody.

“Willie doesn’t have a really
bad criminal record, and he's
quite young w1th a lot of

wn. He's been arrested at
least five times for breaking;
into  Willowbrook. He was
charged with arson twice.

His last arrest was on Fridav.
He was on parole, as a result
of an arson arrest Jan. 13. Then,
he was accused of breaking into
Willowbrook and setting fire to
rags.

Because the structure of the
building was not involved in the

fire, Summers. who had un-
dergone psychiatric tests and
was declared comnetent to

stand trial, was indicted by the
1qrnnd jury for attempted arson.
I The case was returned to
‘Sunreme Court May 30. Bet-
| ween the January arrest and

to live in a home where people
look after him 'than to send him
to prison.”

Summers’ case was adjourned
until Nov. 22. He will appear
before the judge then, with a
record of how he fared over
the six-month parole period.
Jones explained that Sum-
mers had been living in a home
at 261 Hamilton Ave., New
Brighton, a semirooming
house, semi-foster home for five
former patients.

“When Willie was paroled,”
Jones said, “I asked the owner
of the home if he could go back
to live there. There were some
nroblems, because all the rooms

the hearing, Summers remained
in jail, unable to meet $1,000

[bail.
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At -the May 30 heatmg,‘a,
resen ative of the ~.‘, ‘-;_‘ <) D

were taken, but he doubled up
with another boarder until we

Ummers

made on his behalf and ad-
monitions by the Urban League
and his attorney that Summers
stay away from Willowhrook, he!
went back.

Because of his record, his|
history at Willowbrook and the
arson charge, finding a job for.
Summers, was impossible, the|
league discovered.

He is in jail again on charges
of burglary and arson at
Willowbrook. This time he
broke into the klt(.hen, ~polj

Eomv to send him out into the|
streets again. It will he an act|
of humanity at this time to set
bail at $500.” [
Howard Rintel, Summers’| |
Legal Aid attorney in the case|
remarked ‘“Willowbrook said tol
this man, ‘Go take care of
yourself.” It - provided no
training for him, no resources,
no way of making a living. nn
place to live, no money. They
kicked him out the front door.”

Stein’s office has been in
contact with Summers’ at-
torney, Willowbrook officials|
and, security guards at the
institution.

“Tt . is our intention.,” a
spokesman for Stein said, “to

intercede as a friend of the

could find him permanent

court, to_have bail reduced and




