| stated, ‘““A member of the
Board of Visitors who speaks
out to the public about
conditions at Willowbrook,
might as well resign.”

But, as evidence of the
changing trend in the
attitudes of parents with

retarded and physically
handicapped children, Con-
‘hiesta “#tWhatgver: the

-

= "'!!mEﬂty “ofth
Society " ig.. go tomovg'
ahead and push for ou
policies.”’

- One of the policies Connie
was referring to is stated in
the final report of the ¢onfer-
enee, ‘‘All programs recom-
mended by this conference
for care of the handicapped
through institutions or com-
munity services, should
specify governing boards
with a majority of parents
and consumers at all levels
of policy-making and re-
source allocation.”

_ Mark Marcarig, “afi™ 184
ind resident o neiped:

anize the March, confer:
ficeyechioed: Connie'e Views

ut “the”*importance of
parent control. ‘“We-have to
reverse the vested interest
approach that has made
programs on Staten Island
token and not capable of
servicing the numbers of
people who need them.”

Referring to the large
amounts of money that have
gone to Staten Island Mental
Health and Staten Island Aid
for the Retarded, two
organizations on Staten
Island that receive govern-
ment funds through ‘‘com-
munity based facilities pro-
grams,” he claims ‘‘There is
no outreach to the parents
and community with those
programs.” Speaking from
direct knowledge, (his four
year old ' son has

are the  roles
Hammond and Sternlicht |

of Drs.

who; while administering !
Willowbrookshave held staff '
positions on Staten Island
Aid for the Retarded, s
‘‘community program.” i
Sonia Braniff is another
parent and Island resident
who helped organize the
March ‘conference, she too
expressed a need  for the
“real consumers to have a
voice in the delivery of
services.”” One .of her
motives for becoming active
in the conference has also
motivated her to attempt to |
organize-all the parents of |
the 15 groups currently |
Jen-5iate "

<&

cxal. !ow, I can contact

g

parents in ' Westchester,
Nassau and all over the City
and exchange information
and increase our chances of
becoming an effective lobby-
ing force.” .
Mentioning the Cerebral
Palsy programs that her
daughter is enrolled in as
‘‘one of the better groups
existing on the Island,” she
also extolled the deficiency
and limited outlook of
established programs. “‘Our
group can provide services
for about 100 kids and young
adults. Other programs can
only provide for limited
numbers of those who need
them. And I know of many
parents who have had bad
experiences when they hav

o rates: pigce the |
er-of people suffering
from some form of retarda-
tion or physical handicap at 3
percent of the population - on
Staten Island alone this
,would mean 10,000 people.

{  While Staten Island is the
home for one of the oldest
and most professionally
respected community men-
tal health services in the
country, The Staten Island"
Mental Health Society, it is
often claimed that people

with special needs go lacking
or their families suffer
economic and psychological
hardships to obtain ser-
vices elsewhere. f
Sonia' Braniff mentioned |
the plight of the emotionally |
disturbed children of Staten |
Island who have begged for
classroom space. Mark
Marcario - wondered about
the perennial promise of a
“sheltered workshop” for
retarded individuals, a
romise that remains to be
ullfilled. Both mentioned
iparents they. knew who
experienced great difficulty
in aquiring any aid for their
children. But what might
stand as the best example of’
the lack of faith that many of
the conference participants

, . 4bou ! rooK.
A man choked to death at
Willowbrook last week. Ab-
sent " this time were the
cameras and newspapers
that elicited public support
in the past. A doctor
declared the man dead and
notified his parents he had
choked on a morsel of food- a
familiar complaint when the
headlines were present was
that the lack of staff to

as was a letter discovere
the man’s file. i

The letter written in 1948 to
the parents of a retarded
child advised them of their
son’s transfer out of an
overcrowded state ‘‘school”
to “a new wing of Halloran
Hospital on Staten Island.””
In the subsequent twenty
four years, the child became
a man and Halloran became
Willowbrook, and Willow-
brook became the site of the
man’s death last week.

To those who are organiz-
ing and working to insure the
success of any actions to
come forth from the confer-
ence that incident as one
man stated, “broug‘}n every-
 thing back home. :Yo ald.
voc Ein “this " gty e
what'a Head-end proposition
" Willowbrook and largé i
Lutions, Sknd. the. SRua
spresent “policy” were, !

epartment of Mental Hy-
giene recently announced
that 300 of Willowbrook’s
patients would be transfer-
red to recently opened |
facilities -- to ‘“‘relieve the |
overcrowding.” :

To provide a unified basis
around which to organized in |
support of their goals, ‘“to
develop a modern and !
humane system of services
for all persons with special |
needs, and to phase out of |
existence the New York
State School and State
Hospital systems in their
present form,’ the confer-
ence participants agreed on
six principles:
® ‘A continuum of services to
the  retarded and other
?ersons with special needs
rom birth through old age.
- ® Emphasis must be plac_;eg

Y, l! -\.

on - the prevention :a
intervention in 4 )€
handicap begir
{fnm,ﬂy 'co,unsgh, ;
uin all
healthg‘ anmlg
vices. &%
® Normal living conditions
and intergration into com-
munity life shall be the right
of every retarded or handi-
capped person and their
families., Every retarded
person and others -with
special needs must be
enabled - to develop to his
maximum potential as a
productive member of the
community. - S
® A single consolidated
agency shall administer all
programs, allocate all funds
and resources, set standards
of care and services and
regulate the quality of all
services. £ i
® The consumer commun-
. ity of parents of the retarded
vand swothers,. with special
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