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;z’c}?trdedh fDl' Nf’]’ny. I‘S'.tem Retarded,” was the work of Dr.
nrsintont ey afisterlicht and Martin B,
B 3 20 Deutsch, a psychologist at

Wlllowbrook school.

In the book, the authors call
for a more intensive effort fo
studly the personality
development of the retarded
child.

is the stepchild of psychological
treatment, so, too, is hef
relatively deserted in per-
sonality studies,” Dr. Sternlicht
said.

“It is an unfortunate thing,
even after we have done this
book, to see how many
questions lack an answer.”

The book is divided into two
parts, a ‘“theoretical” section
treating questions of personalityj.

A s
a chﬂd m, the mm-ey distorted|training them.
is his view of reality. The non! The book, Dr. Sternlicht
retarded person sees this and|explained, is basically 2
reacts to the retardate as if|reference book, but has been
he were psychotic or severely written so that it can be used
maladjusted. The result is that|as a text book. >
one feeds the other,” he stated. | It is somewhat disconcerting

According ta Dr. Sternlicht,|to say that our knowledge of
“A -basic theme in the/the development of the per-
motivational life of the retar-|sonality of the retarded child
date is his idea with ﬂi; idea ts of little than

well ’;s their tendency to aIter
their  perceptions  of then-
selves.”

“For many years we just
assumed that the retardate was
like any other child, except
slower,” he explained. “Now we
have found that he has unique
needs.”

Dr. Sternlicht and Mr.

by two underlymg prmclples —
being good in and of itself, and
avoiding one’'s own strong
hostility and aggression. His
views of life in -general are
predominantly positive views,
and his thoughts about the
future are happy thoughts.” |

“What we are trying to do
in this book,” he continued, ‘is

development, personality
dynamics, environmental in-|

fluences, the self-concept,
personality traits and deviant[©

Deutsch conclude their study by
“every attempt
the

to illustrate many of the things
we have been talking about in urging that
b
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behavior, and an

of classroom adjustment, soci
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section dealing with problems}

,ultlmately establzs‘h himse f a
' comfortable niche in life and

oF: 1 _,-‘- w1
and how he gets along. ’

“One of the biggest 1 place in
problems," Dr. Sternlicht  ex- g{fsﬂs i
plained, “is that people either Dr. Sternlicht, who 'lives at

overestimate or underestimate
his (the .retardate’s) abilities. |2
The only ‘wdy you can know
for sure what he can do is to
let kim try it.”
‘“‘Another prob m
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