Chlldren at Willowbrook State School happlly bounce on thelr

new device was-developed-in- England: -+

New equipment at Willowbrook

This inflation is theraputic

A type of therapeutic
equipment for handicapped
children and adults was in-
troduced yesterday at
Willowbrook State School.

The National Health Service
in England acclaims the four-
piece acquisition called “‘the
inflatables,” ‘‘the most
'significant new development”
in the field, according to Miss
Hanne Marstrand, president
of Marstrand Lewis Group,
Inc., the Envlish manu[ac.-

The “inflatables” consists
of a 10-by-10-foot air mattress
and three large inflatable
tubes brightly colored red,
blue and yellow. Children
sprawl on lie on and straddle
the Ob]ecls.

It is supposed to create a
“soft environment” which
takes children out of their
withdrawal, frequently
abetted by the ‘hard” in-
stitutional atmosphere which
fnghtena them.

and social interaction.

Persons of all ages with
Down’s syndrome and other
types of retardation, brain
damage, cerebral palsy, the
deaf and dumb and blind as
well as the artistic children
benefit by it.

The equipment was
researched and developed for
three years
College of Art in London.

The equipment was used by
15 chﬂdren on the first day.
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new “therapeutlc toy,” an air mattress. The
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