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i ﬁxe furor over cond tions‘
at Willowbrook and other state
schools, Sen. Edward Conkhn.
introduced a bill to the Legisla- |
ture calling for the creation of
a Department of Mental Retar-
dation independent of the New
York State Department of Men
tal Hygiene.
Through two days of hearings|
held in February by the Joint
Legislative Committee on

Mental and Physical Handicap,
hundreds

of people -almost|
Egammausly.mmedihm.;upn:i,

;.n~s BillS and" Heir-in.
asing' ‘disenéhantment ‘with!
the 'Department of Mental
|Hyg1e
Last week the Assembly
ipassed the measure 139-4 and
{forwarded it to. Gov. Rocke-
Ifeller The New York State
Department of Mental Hygiene
is less than delighted with the
move,

Although'Dr. Alan D. Miller,
‘commlssmner of the depart-
iment, nor any other ranking
\offlcml has issued a public
statement against the bill, a

sgt g"irgument agamst it w;s
L I N

asic™ {or a
separate Department of Mental
Retardation claims that the
Department of Mental Hygiene
has too many diverse interests
to give adequate attention and
jmoney to the retarded.

r In addition to responsibility’
for the retarded, this depart-|
ment concerns ifself with
mental illness, alcoholism and
oli addlc’emn _nan
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'So, ( i{cs say,
department has .a tremendous
joperating budget, propor-
[tionately little of the money
‘appropriated filters: its way
down for retardation programs.

But the Department of Mental
Hygiene has always maintained
that the - trouble in delivering
services to the retarded was not
in their administration but in|
a drastic shortage of funds fer
the entire state.

Now that things are lookmg
a little better for the state
schools, spokesmen . for

the
;eéaartment, are ‘elaimin "'fﬁ:aﬂ

would create. chaos. and 'wipe]
out progress which' has been
;made to date.

Representatives of Mental
Hygiene told the legislature ““all
the major programs put forth
Governor and . th
Legislature were aimed a
consolidating and improvin,
services to  the . mentall
disabled over the past several
years.

“The feeling of the depart-
ment was that mental retarda-
tion bill would fragment thesel
services, requiring duplication;
of many personnel and other!
expenses which would cost the
state about $10 million- more|
annually -just to cover things
like administration, but “would
not provide program improve-
ments.

The argument was made that
“the whole pattern of the
federally sponsored Develop-
mental- Disabilities Program is
administered in' New York State
by the Department of Mental
Hygiene and it 11terally calls
fm' consolidatio at 4
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made up of 100 experts in a

'wide variety of service
specialties —. a consolidated

special office elngllng them out
from all other developmental
»d;sablhtles and - iurther com-
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Also ‘pointed out in the
argument for a consolidated

ariment of Mental Hygiene
MX‘Y acf ﬂ‘lat"’m morelthan
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to the mentally retarded are
assigned to the departments of
|mental hygiene. .Included.:in’
these states :are’ those with ithe
ahost’ ‘wdvanced 'programs. oy

of the stales In- the Bition’ y
the “responsibility for services,
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