In Southbury, Conn

aged and elderly residents of

the Heritage Village retirement
cepter visit the Southbury

T.  .ing School, a federally-
funded institution for children

with neurologieal impairments.

The MHeritage Village folks,,

many of whom are grand-
parents ]ust want to feel useful

Volurt Fare mvatuable
>ays the Southbury director.

| In Ohio, inmates at the Chilli-
icothe  Correctional Institute

imake hand puppets for retarded
children at the Orient State
'Hospital. The children love the:
toys, and the inmates love to
'nake them for those less fo’ffu*-

[mothers and college students
‘come regularly to work with the
children and take them on field
‘rips to museums and sporting
,.vents The students get exper-
ience whlle enrolled in a local
college’s speech pathology|
ourse. The grandmothers, says
an - counselor, ‘‘are

B ﬁ;gr
, volun-
teers are coming into greater
orominence as state and local
budgets force restrictions on
hrrlng permanent help, and as
the needs of a group of society’s
outcasts become more publi-
|sized.

At schools across the eountry,
there, untold storres of ward|

strangling budgets forbid such
:xpenditures. |
Associations  for  retarded|
*hildren are emerging in cmedt
ind countzes across the c.oug,ry,

promoted, too, wnth stafe
mental  health  departments’
offering stipends to families to
take care of mildly retarded
persons who need love,
guidance and moderate supervi-
sion, and who can function in
society  without being con-
demned to life sentences in|
institutions. “Is there room in
your home to provide love,
care, help?” asks a brochure|
from one state school, offering’

. rewards of companionship, trust

. and returned love to
{couples, widows and
women who participate. It
offers $150 a month. sipod

REGIONAL CENTERS
“In Cg.l rnia, nsl !
gl ! {e?;ﬁt hin n‘ a1
o ,Ag :

treatment for

inated

At Fort Carscm, Colo., one
company of soldiers gets
military credit for working off-
post at the Deaf and Blind
School and the Rocky Mountain
Rehabilitation Center in
Colorado Springs. Others work|
with the retarded on their own
time. [

Volunteers are’ only one part
of the new concept in care for‘
the mentally retarded — the
community service team. If
there is no money for needed
additional paid personnel in
state and private institutions
the logical approach, many
school supermtendents are dis-
cEvermg i

o $ 5l
the.y are. Qm,ng mmethlﬁ"é‘*
portant ‘and who offer a wide
larray of community  resources.
{The result is to make both
patients and caretakers. feel
{loved and useful.

[ “The fewer number of resi-
dents we have, with the number
empioxes

st .of the stativpo
went unfilled for more than a

year after a job freeze was :

into an “institution. We should
create a community service
team, just as wvaluable as
working inside the institution,”
he says.

When the retarded children
cannot be placed in a home,
qu:te often the home comes to

"started breakmg out of the

playpen, and endangering the
four other children, she had him
committed to Wilton. That was
three years ago.

throwing thm

Now' she spends two days a
week as a volunteer at Wlttnn‘
and is head coordinator in her
son’s ward. She recruits other
volunteers, conducts team‘
meetings, participates “in* g
volunteer program where
beaut school students -_-

i Uy e

F

me feel more

“Tt makes
useful as a parent — I'm not
just leaving him up there in

someone else’s care,” she éys
enthusiastically. “‘And 1 fifd"

enjoyable. ‘Pve been at #%d
year. It’s been rewarding.” **#

INCLUDES CHILDREN

_One of her programs has been,
'to recruit children, as young as
11 years old, to come with their,
parents and volunteer in wards
'where their retarded brothers
and sisters are residents. This,
program Is . being received,
warmly at Wilton, as at other
schools across the country.

““They can sit down and talk
with retarded kids their own
\age; on their own level. It gives
(the” retarded “children ° com-
|panions, and it gives the normal
kids exposure to the retarded
so they won’t fear it,” she

programs with
Skidmore College, in Saratoga
including - “‘rap and

|

up at mental institutions looking |
for volunteer work. Many have|
subsequently been hired,
from their ranks have emerged
a new breed of ward attendants
Hospital spokesmen say  they

children. And the volunteers all|

£ qble .
retarded. The less severely
handicapped residents at Wilton
work at the school in domestic
and menial jobs, folding sheets
and cleaning rooms and assist-
nler erek

the vaps in the hired staff

Volunteers also come from
_groups of other handicapped
persons who are looking for
projects to keep from feeling
sorry for themselves. In New
York City, elderly Staten Island-
.ers have formed a group called
SERVE — Serve and Enrich Re-
tirement by Volunteer Ex-
perience. They work at the‘
Willowbrook State School on|
and 24 commumt centers 3

nown to' Show 1

and

are trained and dlscrphnqd, “E .y
especlally in the gpgg; 8|
1} Sucgess ‘

s |

professmnal and.
personal benefrts The. schools, |
strapped for workers to Watchj
the children who need constant
attention, get a staff of free
(abor eager to feed, clean, fold

and’ mend. The . retarded|
children get the love which they
need more than ‘normal

talk about senses of inner
satisfaction they receive.
Says Mrs. Curran: ‘‘When

Morgan was home, he was a
'danger to himself. There was
]ust too much tensxon‘Now - J

hmselt,
and . they’ll shortly toilet train
him. It’s more than I can ask

taught hrm how t feed

from ~“this kid,” “she: - §ays’
lovmgly and reahstncal]y, “1f he
can be -self- sustammg i

TOMORROW Halfway house

for the retarded copyright
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