cites perils
for patients

By LAWRENCE DeMARIA
and FRANK HAGELBERG

Willowbrook  State  School
struggled through the first day
of a statewide strike by civil
service employes yesterday
amid fears a- prolonged work
stoppage would endanger the
lives, of -the 5,000 patients at the
Island facility. N

. painted a dim
picture of the remainder of the
Easter weekend.

“If the strike continues for
another 24 to 48 hours,” the
school’s director said, ‘‘there is
a great possibility patients will
be dying of neglect or starva-
tion because of the lack of
care.’

Hammond and other officials
of the State Department of
Mental Hygiene repeated their
appeal for volunteers to help in
the care and feeding of patients
at the school.

“I ask any parent who is
capable of taking a child home,
-ome take the child,” Ham-
mond said.

Early yesterday atternoon,
Dr. Milton Jacobs, assistant di-
rector at Willowbrook, toured a
complex of five buildings with
reporters. The buildings house
450 children, most of them in-
fants and toddlers At the tlme

couraaed by the number of vol-

mented that ‘“‘we can never
have-enough volunteers.

“These kids need slow feed-
ing and plenty of fluids,” Ja-
cobs said, noting that dehydra-
tion was one of the major
threats facing the patients.

Dr. Hammond also expressed
concern over the danger of de-
hydration, and expressed alarm
over the fact that most of the
volunteers are not trained to
deal with the patients.

“A patient could gag or could
develop a fever,”” Dr. Hammond
said, “and it could go un-
noticed. We can’t expect volun-
teers to recognize these condi-
tions aIthough our regular em-

on uty throughout mos 0
day, joined by 195 out of 466
day shift workers. School offi-
cials, said 400

-According ialg
bany, WIHOWbI‘Cﬁf as "

two state institutions particu-
{larly hard hit by the walkout.
! A spokesman for Mental Hy-
giene Commissioner Dr. Allan D.
Miler said the crisis at Willow-
brook was caused by the fact
that “the entire food servxce
staff did not show up.” The
spokesman emphasized, how-
ever, that “basic physical and

medical needs are being met”;

at all state facilities, including
Willowbrook.

Breakfast yesterday morning|
for the patients at Wlll()'wbrookK
consisted of milk and cookies. |

Luncheon foods - included spa-
ghetti, milk, cold cuts, cheese,

:temptmg to per suade workers to

hardbotled eggs and graham

DO Lal0 o big 3
spokesman said. Prevmus pllans
to serve TV dinners stored at
the school for emergency pur
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keers:would.,be able to;mvﬁduce
“at least two hot meals” today.

A nutritionist with the Mental
Hygiene Department was flown
to Willowbrook shortly after
noon by helicopter from Albany.
Three other nutritionists were
also scheduled to arrive from
upstate during the day. ‘““Their
role will be to keep a close
watch on the situation, manage
the kxtchens and even cook-if

tmn at Willowbrook was food.
“The kitchens are in operatlon,
and food is being prepared,”
he said.

“But,” he added, “cooking is
one thing, and serving the food
is another.” :

Picketing employes of the
Civil Service Employes Associ-
ation remained outside Willow-
brook throughout the day, at-

al e _sch
topned wﬁh'
1a(: with a sign reading g ab”'
underneath, i
Police reported no further dis-
turbance after four persons
were arrested early yesterday
as the day shilt reported to
work.” Tyrone Daniels, 31, of
Manhattan, Allen Iverson, 42, of
86 Coale Ave., Castleton Corn-
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y threw
themselves in front of cars at-
tempting to enter the Willow-
brook grounds.

A fourth person, identified as
Gladys Holmes, 37, of the
Bronx, was charged with ob-
structing governmental admini-
stration and resisting arrest
when she -allegedly had to be
moved from the roadway and
broke away from police. She
was treated at St. Vincent's
Medical Center for minor in-
juries before being booked at
the New Dorp precinct.

All four are scheduled to ap-
pear in Criminal Court April 17
to answer the charges.

ASSAILS CHARGES ~
Delaney, the .CSEA chapter

.president at Willowbrook, re-

turned to the picket lines short-
ly after noon, some five hours
after his arrest. Labelling the
charges against him “stupid,”
Delaney said he was “conduct-
ing an orderly thing” when he
“tripped in front of an auto.

Scattered reports of harrass-
ment of volunteers and em-
ployes attempting to enter the
school continued throughout the
day, but no further arrests were
reported.

Officials at Willowbrook re--

ported that only 62 out of 319
evening shift employes reported
for work yesterday, working
with 144 employes who remain-
ed at work after serving dur-
ing earlier shifts.

In Albany, the spokesman for
the mental hygiene commission-
er said the volunteers assisting
in the wards and kitchens
“could make the difference” he-
tween adequate and inadequate
care.

Richard Sacks, an employe of -
the Chase Manhattan Bank in
Manhattan, said he came to help
out at.Willowbhrook with three
other friends after hearing news
reports about the situation.
“This proves that we can do
good things besides making tax
shelters,” he said.

“The people on strike de-
finitely deserve more money,

but the geople here need care.
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W:l]owbreok father of 7-year
old Lowell Isaacs, a resident of
the school, said he thought “‘the
whole thing is the governor’s
fault.” He said the employes
were getting a “raw deal.”
“Weunderstand them,”
Isaacs said. “We just wish they
would come back and negotiate
jat the same time. We feel we
‘have to man the school as long
as they are out.” Isaacs spent
most of the day working in the
school’s administration build-
ing, assigning volunteers to jobs
throughout the facility.

PICKETS FAIL

,1 Elsewhere in the state, picket

lines failed significantly to de-
ter employes at Hudson River
State Hospital in Poughkeepsie
or at Letchworth Village in
'Rockland County, accordmg to
the directors of those institu-
tions.

On Long Island, however Dr
Henry Brill, director of' Pllgr:m
State Hospital in Brentwood,
said his normally small week-
end staff was reduced by 20 per
cent.

“We can function,” he said,
adding that te hospital was not
“catastrophically” affected.

At Central Islip State Hospi-
tal, half of the employes were
absent without causing a reduc-
'tion in services, said Dr. An-
tohony Correoso, director.

2 Only a third of the employes
\were reported working at St.
Lawrence State Hospital.

As the walkout continued, Ed- .

gar Smith, executive director of
‘the International Union for Ad-
vancement, charged that Satur-
day’s demonstrators were white
workers not officially working
on the weekend, when he said
many blacks work. He ordered
the 500 blacks he said his or-
ganization' represented back to
work.

Willowbrook’s Jason Tabor
said most weekend personnel
were black or Puerto Rican,
adding he was “grateful” to
hear about the back-to-work
order. :

Smith said, “I am telling my

members to go back on the ]o«b




