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Its Other Side
“+ By ROGER WETHINGTON
Willowbrook has become syn-
onymous 1n the public mind with
Teglect and subhuman living con-
ditions. But medical experts say
that’s only part of the Willow-
brook story. The state institution
for the retarded also features a:
fine school, training programs:
and recreation. s
To bolster the good things and
‘mprove the bad, Willowbrook is
now looking for volunteers from

Brooklyn and Queens to make
up for some of the school’s under-
staffing, a chronic condition now
aggravated by budget cuts. The

school is in Staten Island just |

10 minutes across the Verranzano
Narrows Bridge from Brooklyn.

The school Las 879 volunteers
as well as organized groups
whose memberships total another
2,800. More can be used in teach-
ing, running parties, supervising

recreation or taking residents off |
the grounds for visits to a zoo, |

park or movie.

Call for Appointment

-Dr. Jack Hammond, the school’s
di’rector, asked prospective volun-
teers to call for an appointment
before coming. ;

Some volunteers are needed in
the most pleasant of Willow-
brook’s wards while others de-
vote themselves to the most diffi-
cult and neglected. These are the
wards for the most profoundly
retarded and multiply handi-
capped patients.

ecause of their wvulnerability
to accident and disease, most of
these patients are bathed, fed and
physically cared for only by
trained staff, Hammond said, but

‘:plunteers can perform other du-

ies,

Before the budget cuts, ward
attendants provided “motivation”

therapy for these patients, trying |

t6 teach such simple things as
holding a toy. But reduced staff
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‘paer eave. “Many tore
Off Fheir clothes and soiled them-
B8)lyes almost as rapidly as the
staff could clean and dress them.
They were left soiled and naked
far, far too long, Hammond ad-
mitted. ;
The overworked staff had too
little time to spoon-feed these
ppatients, many of whom were be-
lieved in danger of malnutrition.
Restoration of some funds have
ased these problems and “moti-
vation” work is resuming. |
Of Willowbrook’s 5,000 resf-
dents, 8,000 are of school age
and a third of those are in formal
classes where the curriculum in-
cludes physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy and recreation as
more academic subjects. About
100 have the capacity to reach
a good third-grade reading and
math level, the school’s education
director, Mrs. Hannah Glasser, re-
ported. i i
Some Subjects Listed I'
Schpol for the youngest chil-'
dren includes  music classes, get-
ting along with others, dressing,
eating, toilet training and learn-
ing to talk more

as the three R's. o 4
Visitors dropped in on some |
4 and b5-year-olds learning to
share cookies. - f
“Look,” said their teacher, “It’s [
two ladies and one man.” Mrs.
Dolores Mason, an education su-
pervisor, said the description of
the yisitors had an academic pur-
pose: “That’s the beginning of
aarithmetic.” Fay )
Tommy, a playful boy with
webbed fingers, asked to show
off for the guests by picking oﬂt,ﬁ
a picture of a truck from a col-
lection of drawings. He pretended |
he couldn’t decide which was the
truck, “Don’t fool me today,”
Mrs. Mason said firmly. Tommy
picked out the truck, ~
A special project-is the $100,000
federally - funded Hospital Im-
provement Program, which pro-
vides training for 50 youngsters,
who have graduated from the
school for younger children but
need more intensive work before
they’re ready.for a higher school.
The attendants who provide the
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5&' “many adults, do beautiful em-
broidery, sewing and rug-making.
Jan, a 16-year-old youth who'
made some handsome, mod, fur-
trimmed outfits, forecast proud-
ly: “I'm going to get out of Wil-
lowbrook.” ; |
A visit to Willowbrook also
uncovers hundreds of more ter-
ribly handicapped youngsters
who sit or lie around for long
hhours. They’re waiting for their
next scheduled activities. Volun-
teers could help to keep them
busier. ‘
There are some others that the
average person is probably not
alified to help. The saddest of
ese are the handful of emotion-
ally disturbed patients who get
little attention. They are often
kept in seclusion or loosely tied |
to prevent them from hurting

themselves or others.
Willowbrook has only five psy-
chologists. I
3,000 Is the Goal ‘

During Hammond’s tenure, the |
number of patients has been re-
duced from 6,000 while the num- |
ber of teachers rose from 33 to
nearly 120 before the cuts forced |
a rollback. Hammond said he
aims at reducing the patient
population to 3,000 or so.with!
no further reduction in staff. -

Although that begins to ap-
proach his ideal, he said, there |
is little hope for it. That would'
cost $30 million a year, he said.|

hammond would like many par- |
ents to take their children home.i
All will do better with individual
love and attention, he said. l

His greatest achievement, he}
said, has been the establishment |
of a $2 million baby school. .It‘I
is designed to provide education |
as soon as a child shows aware- |
ness. In the past the retarded |
were believedzrgady hoal+
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