rtarr of part rwo o 2

ter's extended analysis of con-
ions at Willowbrook State *
.100k. This article and the sup-

plements on page ten take a

close look at what “School”

there is at tlrg institution.

| ICE CREAM AND CAKE....
| When the new’ buildings were
constructed to” handle the in-
coming babics. at Willowbrook
there were’ no room for classes. |
With over 6,000 residents at
Willowbrook in 1964, newer
wings were not -4dded to the
school building entil Dr. Ham- |
mond became Director. . - |
We can better understand the
background of educational pro- '
grams for the mentally retarded |
by noting that not until 1910, g
| when the Binet-Simon method
| of intelligence testing was jntro- |
duced, did the State take steps }
to create the State Schools and f
|

then not until 1911, Letch-
worth Village was built. Wassaic
was- not built until 1930, Wil-
lowbrook opened as.a school in |
(1947, West Seneca in 1962 and |
finally Suffolk in 1965 with a *
total population (at all centers)
in 1965, of over 25,000. 1

There are still no educators |
on the administrative staff of
the department of mental hy-
giene and Willowbrook's top ad-
ministration is without an edu-
cator in a policy position.

It was vividly pointed out on
New York Illustrated (aired on
February 29, 1972), that all the ~
buildings at Willowbrook where
residents are housed, excludmﬂ
the new pre—fabs are 3

In the words of one teacher
who _worked with the babies
before the construction of the
modern intensive therapy com-
plex was built, “for ten years we
taught these children in isola-
tion rooms, and any room that
was available.”

There is no “Education De-
r ment” within the depart-
n._.t of mental hygiene. All
cducational guidelines and laws
arc handed down from the State
Department of Education. One
law which affects the retarded

“students™ of Willowbrook, is

the requircment that any person
reaching their 21st bxrthdny is
droppcd from the school.

Dr. Sternlight, chief of habili-

" to turn? There 1s no other place

i€ State mamtams that
students over 21 should he dl
rected towards ~,. ;

lation of over 2,000 adul! agec
students.

On the chargc that parents
dump their children at places
such as Willowbrook. . .and the
counter-charge that there was
no other place capable of deal-
ing with their child. . . .stands a
mandate from the State Depart-
ment of Education that *school
districts maintain special classes
with ten or morc educable re-
tardates and to maintain special
classes for the tramable where

ren for w]rom specral educatlon
. is indicated are enrolled in pub-
llc school programs.” |

" A mother with a 15 yczu' old:

-'son in Willowbrook su

said that this is a schoo
‘he is out of school beca
sang in class and reportedly dis-
rupted the children. Where am [

for him to leam.” &

When  discussing: with Mrs.
Glasser, Education Director .at
Willowbrook, the need for |
spending  $20,000 of federal |
moncy on bus trips ralher than
include such expenses’ in the
state cducational program, she
claimed, "*“‘That is the ice
cream and  cake...they (the
State) glvc you' thc bread and
buncr

BREAD AND BUTTER...In
our first article we introduced
the opinion of an educator,
Ernest Maddock, that educa-
tional programs in State institu-
tions are token efforts...and
mental hygiene departments are
not responsible to educational
dcpartments.

The New YorkK Department
of Mental Hygiene somewhat
substantiates this allegation and
adds _support to those critics
who claim that Willowbrook is
not a school in this “Compre-
hensive Plan” (Vol. 1, 1965).

“A program of educational
research should be developed in -
the State Education Department
to evaluate present offerings,
initiate and test expenmental

T #UGRY y 40 WILOWOTOOK, O
two educational programs exist
with specific goals. They are
Title T for enrichment and the
evening adult program. for vo-
cational training.

Mrs. Glasser's contention
that every child who comes un-
der the educable category is in
school, has been vocally contest- |
ed by parents, professionals and |
lay personnel. 3 ﬁ

. “Space" says Mrs. Glasser,
“that is a big problem. You have
to service these youngsters. So
in the basement of the buildings
we have classrooms. They are
nice classrooms, but our premise |
is to get the children out of the !
building.” :

With additional stsz and
space would you be able to add
another 1,000 to the school
population? :

20 ;
teach a child, you must have a
crassroom and an adequate class-
room.” i

So, is it correct to say that
there are possibly another 200
to 300 children who could be
educated?

Mrs. Glasser:
staff.

Are they not being educated
because of lack of staff and
space?

Mrs. Glasser: /Well lack of
space or lack of staff. . .If I had
another school building I might
be able to service more.”

lf I had the

There were only 987 stu-
dents in academic study during
the month of February at Wil-
lowbrook. As of that time “stu-
dent” enrollment at Willow-
brook was 5,268. -

Ernest Maddock, in his re-
port stated: “It is alarming . to
realize that a program of such

_’magmtude and expense has fail-

ed to inspire significant research
effort, that there.is such a pau-
city of. reliable evidence avail-
able regarding the extent; de-
gree, and effectiveness of admin-
istrative policics governing the
implementation of educational
programs in ' state “operated

school hospitals for thc mental-
ly retarded.” ‘

Such is the

cl-uldrcn are :'achable" “and
not an educational program. lt
is a federally funded *“‘expe

beachmg children
basic self-help skills. . .*“Tt is too
early at this stage to tell if a
child is educable or trainable,”
says Miss Hallorhan, educational
supervisor. :

Yet, in - this program, 16
teachers and 16 teacher assist-
ants are used. .. .and the super-
visor of the infant care unit
says, “we work very hard with
the children here, but after they
leave here we don’t know what
happens.”

Infant thempy can best be
explained ‘by drawing a parallel
between this program and the
pre-kindergarten program - for
the public schools. Pre-kinder-
garten is used to familiarize the
student with what is expected
of him when he starts school
formally; what he will be leam-
ing and why... finally, it gives '
the teacher and parent an o
portunity to evaluate the Chl.lCF-
potential.

Infant therapy according to
Miss Hallohran prepares the re-
tlrded chlld, “enabling us to
determine_y ther tl'le studen!

_ feabher for the
Therapy cﬁmp‘ﬂx T
be done to prepare a child for
school and what age group they
draw from. “By law we are to
start at age five, but we will put
any child in the program who
can benefit from it.” *

. +“We have 170 students in the
program now (120 of them are
non-verbal) - at this point she
asks, “why if the state has a
separate department for speech 1
do we not have a full time
speech teacher?”” When she was
asked if she ever had 2 speech | ‘
teacher her raply was, “yes, one
man who was only here on al |
part-time basis.” |

Now that adrmsswns have

! stopped at Willowbrook it is

easier for the observer to follow |

the progression of the young
child who comes to the school
as a baby and 'stays untxl the

“adult years are hed.

¢« Infant therapy‘is the ﬁrst
step of the learning experience.

,Here they are taught to sit in a
classroom, to stand at com-
mand, to walk up and down
stairs. Mrs. Mason...“here in the
institution a child may grow up
and have never gone up or down
a flight of stairs. We orientate
them by actually usmg a model
of a stairway.”

“With the food in the mstitu-




