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factor necessary for a working

operation but “proper staffing as
well.”

He, too, cited the need for get-
ting the community involved.

“We service both Williamsburg
and Greenpoint areas consisting
of several hundred thousand
people. We've been busy spread-
ing the word while waiting for
money for equipment and staff,”
Michael said.

This project, as well as the one
being . constructed at Kings
County, is financed by the State
Health and Mental Hygiene Facil-
ities Improvement Corp.

The Kings County facility will
house and train approximately
744 mentally retarded -children
and adults in a village-like com-
plex _of 15 two story residential
buildings. The buildings, grouped
in five clusters, surround a one-
story central services building
that the workmen now call “the
core.”

The core is divided into quad-
rants: administration and infir-
mary; -swimming ‘pool, gymna-’
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four bedrooms grouped around a
small enclosed court. Each “fam-
ily” of eight will share a living
room, and three families (24
residents) will share a dining |
and multi-purpose activity
room.

“Our pride and joy is the out-
door development which will in-
clude small and grouy play areas
adjacent to each residential clust-
er,” said Michael, The facility will
open, hopefully, some time this
summer.

For the benefit of those who
seek those alternatives to institu-
tional care there is also a non-
profit, non-sectarian agency, call-
ed Retarded Infants Services at
386 Park Ave. South, N.Y, 10016.

It has developed a number of
programs specificaly designed to
stem retardation and prevent in-
stitutionalization. These pro-
grams include home aide assist-
ance, visiting parents, foster
care and individual and group
counselling. When necessary a
gualified development psychologist
provides evaluative testing and
the services og a psychiatrist are
available for parents or relatives.
Anyone wishing to rece}vehthe
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