As ROO'IT,IS Sfay Unised

By MARY ENGELS

There’s nothing as lonely or wasteful as an
empty room. Nor as frustrating when one re-
alizes that that room and several like it can
be put to good use by housing mentally re-
tarded human beings such as those at Willow-
brook State School on Staten Island.

The plight of Willowbrook has focused attention on
those in need with emphasis on overcrowded conditions
and absence of care. Yet the fact remains there are
places and facilities where care could be administered
but for lack of funds. :

This past week was spent by officials touring the
boroughs and seeing what was available or about to be
» for those who are developmentally handicapped.

i The Queens State School, at 114th St. and 37th Ave.,
Corona, Queens, is an imposing seven-story, gray brick
building that was once a motel.

Currently it houses 52 retarded residents who par-
tially occupy one floor, the seventh. But it can accom-
modate 272,

Most of Building Unused )
Aside from some offices on the main and second
floors and the use of the third floor by the Association
for the Advancement of Blind Children, a voluntary
agency for profoundly retarded sighted and blind young-
sters, the building remains empty. : 1
“We don’t have the money for sufficient staff ‘but
that’s only part of the problem,” said Dr. Bernard Tesse,
director of the school.

His motto: “If you want to have a good institution :

y services.”

you must have excellent communit;

of our efforts go into community work,” said the doctor

with the serious demeanor,
More Professicnals Needed

"“The two things we need for greater expansion of
our community program is to increase the number of
professionals to work with schools, voluntary agencies,
hospitals and parents to seek out retardation at an early
age and, if possible, prevent institutionalizing those who
do not need it and to increase our number of satellite
ciinies. (Currently there are three—South Jamaica, Far
Rockaway and Woodside.) y

“To do the job effectively with both a fully operated
residential and community program would cost at least
a half million dollars a year,” said the doctor.

“Since the freeze of money and jobs at Albany we
must wait,” Tesse sighed, readily admitting to being
often discouraged but never undaunted.

Ever hopeful, too, is Dr. Calvin Michael, director of
the Williamsburg Residential Training School at 160
South 2d St., Williamsburg, and the soon-to-be opened
Kings County State School in Fresh Creek, Brooklyn.

Getfing Funds

Interviewed in his office at the Williamsburg School,
Dr. Michael was in a happy frame of mind having been
told that $87,000 was being released by the state to him
to buy much needed equipment for the center. s

“It’s a movement,” he said and considering the four-
storied brick building is virtually empty save for kitchen
equipment installed almost two years ago and the fur-
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-miture in the doctor’s eoffice, it was also an under-
‘statement.

The center can house 80 residents as well as train
mal‘}y to become'pro«_iuctive member of society.
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factor necessary for a working

operation but “proper staffing as
well.”

He, too, cited the need for get-
ting the community involved.

“We service both Williamsburg
and Greenpoint areas consisting
of several hundred thousand
people. We've been busy spread-
ing the word while waiting for
money for equipment and staff,”
Michael said.

This project, as well as the one
being . constructed at Kings
County, is financed by the State
Health and Mental Hygiene Facil-
ities Improvement Corp.

The Kings County facility will
house and train approximately
744 mentally retarded -children
and adults in a village-like com-
plex _of 15 two story residential
buildings. The buildings, grouped
in five clusters, surround a one-
story central services building
that the workmen now call “the
core.”

The core is divided into quad-
rants: administration and infir-
mary; -swimming ‘pool, gymna-’
E!iumz,"ﬁbrary‘, p J::lo" 1 3

tpational therapy; &ducation; d
cBervic

4

tian, s "3
#. Residents will s ee(':li‘n #&i and -
four bedrooms grouped around a
small enclosed court. Each “fam-
ily” of eight will share a living
room, and three families (24
residents) will share a dining |
and multi-purpose activity
room.

“Our pride and joy is the out-
door development which will in-
clude small and grouy play areas
adjacent to each residential clust-
er,” said Michael, The facility will
open, hopefully, some time this
summer.

For the benefit of those who
seek those alternatives to institu-
tional care there is also a non-
profit, non-sectarian agency, call-
ed Retarded Infants Services at
386 Park Ave. South, N.Y, 10016.

It has developed a number of
programs specificaly designed to
stem retardation and prevent in-
stitutionalization. These pro-
grams include home aide assist-
ance, visiting parents, foster
care and individual and group
counselling. When necessary a
gualified development psychologist
provides evaluative testing and
the services og a psychiatrist are
available for parents or relatives.
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