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to staff cuts

deaths linked

By RICHARD CHADY

ALBANY — (UPI) — Mental
Hygiene Commissioner Dr. Alan
D. Miller said yesterday in-
creased deaths at Willowbhrook
State School could be attributed|
“in part” to a staff shortage
{orced by state budget cuts.

After testifying at a legislative
fiscal hearing, Miller told

newsmen that about 130 persons
died at the massive, Staten|
Island facility last year, com-
pared to 90 the year before.

“Certainly, it is very com-
plicated to determine- all the
factors involved,” he said.'
“Dut, I think if you could
examine each one, -instance by:
instance, some could be at-
mbuted in part to the reduc

Miller told the hearing that
the department’s proposed $600-
million  budget needed a
minimum of $15 million more
to refill some jobs eliminated
and to improve conditions at
state  schools and mental
hospitals.

After earlier quoting the Bible
and poet William Yeats, the
bearded, pipe-smoking com-
missioner reminded legislators
of an old farm saying: Never
eat your seed corn.”

“We’ve been eating our seed,
corn,” he said. “It has been|
very short- 51ghted and, in years|




