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TOUR OF STATE MENTAL INSTITUTION: Federal officials visiting one of the wards in the Willowbrook State School on Staten Island'

the wake of the widely
ipublicized plight of retarded
,r- en, Senator Jacob K. Jav-
‘joined Federal officials yes-
terday in a personal inspection
}bB fthe Willowbrook State
iSchool on Staten Island.
v-hmediately afterward, Sen-
preJavits said he would intro-
wog in Congress a “bill of
thts "for the mentally re-

: ferday's tour of Willow-
; followed a formal hear-

Institute of Mental
stated:

“I take on this mission with
both conviction and commit-
ment that there is a minimal
standard of decency that will
be met in the care of every
individual entrusted to our
care,

“I predict that such a stand-
ard will eventually be deter-
mined to be a Constitutional
right.”

Asked whether his own task

Health,

foroe would recommend such{_

He added that it would prob-
ably come about in any case—|
through court decisions, execu-
tive action or legislation.

Yesterday's Inspection tour
followed a three-hour hearing
in the Federal Building west of
Foley Square.

The dozen witnesses general-
ly agreed that the state’s pres-
ent treatment of the mentally
retarded . was based on the
wrong premise.

Rather than treating patlents

retarded youngsters should be
cared for in small commumty-
based units.

The Brown panel is sched-
uled to turn its attention to
this type of care today. It will
visit three community facili-
ties for the mentally retarded,
and then tour a smaller version
of Willowbrook, the Queens
States School.

Among the recommended
changes in New York's treat-
ment of the retarded are the
followmg proposals by the

gA requirement that \tha‘;'
“psychiatrically oriented” De~,
partment of Mental Hyglem
required to incorporate othef!
modes of treatment. . |

gCreation of a ‘“child advos;
cacy system” in cooperatioaf,
with the Columbia Law Sch%q}.q

gA gradual phasing- out'ﬁf
large mstltutlons like Will
brook, replacing them
“homes” accommodating

40 patients.
qGreater involvement




