.Purportedly on a fact-finding
mission at Willowbrook State
School, nearly 45 legislators and
members of a.federal action
team yesterday whizzed through
six of the institution’s buildings
0 quickly that as the last in
the crowd entered a room the
first were already leaving.

Invited tfo inspect the -in.
stitution by U.S. Sen. Jacob K.

Javits, the federal team and the,
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in ‘Manhattan. ‘
Promising that he had no
“illusions that Willowbrook was!
not made to look better today:
than it is generally,” Javits said,
that he would do his “utmost
to see that there is a material
change in the state’s mental

institutions.”
Javits announced that within;

110 57418
give the federal and
governments a criteria toward
which to stride.”

Asked how a new criteria
(would differ from existing ideal!
standards already prepared
with the use of a federa] grant
by the Accreditation Council for
Facilities for the Mentally
Retarded, " the senator an-
swered: “There is a difference
between a gui
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enforcement fec nq‘q'u’é.

Legislators not present at the
morning hearing joined with the
group arriving by bus in the
Willowbrook auditorium, where
they were greeted by the in-|
stitption’s chorus singing

o

arrived i thesslsaudMGriumy
carrying pfacards demanding

an end to the neglect of their
children. S

Javits, who remained com-
posed throughout the day, an-
nounced to the parent group:
“We (the visiting . delegation)
feel the tragedy of Willowbrook
as if our own children were
here. We will try to look at
things through your eyes.” a

Hard as he may have looked,,
what Javits saw yesterday was,
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who had been to Willowb
previously complained that
conditions were - altered so
drastically as to be nearly
unrecognizable and the itinerary
was changed at the last moment,
to “take some buildings by
surprise.”

While a press pool was cre-
ated to keep down the number
of newsmen in the patients’|

of patients
panicked and went racing out
into the corridors. .

Dr. Bertram Brown, -chair-
jman of the federal team,
’claimed that, with the change
|of plans, some wards would be
'seen as they usually are.

. ‘The arrival of a busload of
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buildings was naked.

The tour included a stop at
two buildings which house and
{train patients who function at
a higher IQ and where young-
sters were active and produc-
tive. At one stop, patients show-
9d legislators dresses, suits and |
'Jackets that they’d made and
Brooklyn Congressman Frank
Brasco commented that “the In-
ternational Ladies, Garment

Workers. Lnion: ‘would ‘el glag
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pite the  drastic -im-
provement made in the surface
appearance of the institution,
Javits . called Willowbrook
j“dismal and subhuman” and
'said “the .indictment is of . us,
of a society which tolerates
conditions.in which the human
personality is allowed to,
\vegetate. What we saw,” 'Jav1t,_§
concluded, “wrung our hearts.’

" In addition to State Sen. John|
{Marchi, Congressman John ‘M.
{Murphy and . Assemblyman
Edward J. Amann of Staten|
Island, ¥the touring group in-
cluded Reps. Herman Badillo,
Jonathan Bingham, Mario|
Biaggi, Frank Brasco, Hamilton

ish, Seymour Halpern -and
Rt Sen. William




