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_admlts cash
is the key

Sen. Dalwin J. Niles, who
heads a legislative committee
which last week held hearmgs
in Albany on conditions in Wil
lowhrook State School, announ-
iced yesterday he would try to

arrange a plan for the transfer
of 1,500 patients out of the des- |

perately overcrowded institution. ‘
Niles — whose plan for the |
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isaid that he is not enbhusmastlc
about a plan almost unanimously
supported by parents that an
independant  Department of
Mental Retardation be created.

Chairman of the Joint Legi.
slative Committee on Mental
and Physical Handicap, Niles
has asked mental health officials
‘to find about $14 million to staff
isome 500 beds now ready, but
{unoccupied, in local city neigh-
Iborhonds

The shift- of patients would
take place gradually, Niles ex-
plained, with some going to the
{neighborhood centers and others
to Institutions for the mentally
ill which do not normally take
retarded persons. Space lS
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i In the past 12 months, how-
ever, five state institutions for
‘the mentally and physically
handicapped have been closed.
! Other institutions, built for
‘use by the Department of Men-
Ita'l Hygiene, stand empty —
,though every fixture right up to
’the light bulbs had been install-
|ed—for lack of funds to provide
sbaffs.

 Still Niles said that it was a
“pitfall” for people to believe
that the basw cause. qf_

be found tomake 500 beds oper-

" lational, he would not recom-

mend tax increases but would
seek “alternate relief.”

i Dr. Jack Hammond, director
of Willowbrook, said Monday
that no transfers of patients
‘from Willowbrook were antici-
pated immediately and contrary
to Niles’ theory, said that it
would take $60 million to signi-
ficantly reduce the population
of Willowbrook alone over a
three-year period.

Hammond said that any pro-
|posals to reduce the population
at the institution would depend
on t‘he allocahon of addltlonaI




