!brook ét:ate .School
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for
the mentally retarded, the
focus of repeated public
furor over its overcrowding
and innate neglect, is no
longer accepting new pa-
tients.

An indefinite freeze on ad-
missions has been ordered
at the Staten Island institu-
tion to reduce the present
population of 5,100 patients
to 3,000.

While dealing with this
severe trouble spot, however,
state officials say their plan
to open more than 500 beds
now available in newly ren-
ovated, smaller neighborhood
centers in the city has been
blocked by lack of state
funds for hiring staff work-
ers.

Meanwhile, troubled fam-
ilies continue to make 40 to
50 applications a month, de-

spite Gothic-like tales of
severely retarded children

t, untended in filth. One
esperate i#man .,‘.,.‘xecen;lg
A oo for the 'thild, ac-
cording to Dr,* ‘Ham-
mond, director of Willow*~
brook. ‘

Emergency Cases Sent Away

Even emergency cases that
used to go to Willowbrook
are being sent, instead, to
institutions outside the city
after screening and review
by the office of Dr. Frederic

Grunberg, the state deputy

commissioner of mental
health in charge of mental
retardation. :

- Dr. Grunberg said today

that the waiting list for Wil- |

lowbrook at the time the

freeze was ordered last |

month totaled about 1,600
children, but of these he esti-
mated that perhaps 500 were
in true need of institutional-
ization, with the rest more
suited to other kinds of care
where available. Last year,
Willowbrook accepted close
to 390 new patients.
Willowbrook’s “protective
wall,” as one official referred
to the freeze, was ordered
at a time when budget econ-
omies by the Legislature and
Governor Rockefeller had cut
the institution’s staff by 633
( eI S Fl the last 14
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5 berg sa that
1,200 new workers were,
needed but not budgeted for,
as staff for four new centers
renovated as part of the de-|
partment’s plan to relate
treatment facilities more|
closely to local neighbor-|
hoods. One center, a re-
novated motel on 1l4th
Street, Corona, Queens, is
open but has staff people for
only 50 of its capacity of|
200 beds, he said. a8

The others which are ready
but unused, are a 300-bed |
facility on Morton Street,

Brooklyn. TR
For the second year in a
row, money is particularly
tight in Albany and the com-
petition is strong, even with-
in the mental health field.
Dr. Hammond, - Willow-
brook’s director, estimates
that if enough such alterna-
tives as special home and
hostel care were available,
about one-sixth of the insti-
tution’s present population
might be released. Letters
were sent to the parents of
4,930 patients in December,
1970, asking whether any of
,1;32- e

were 24 replies, said, and
“one or two” children went
home. SR
It would be unfalr to criti-
cize such parents, Dr. Ham-
mond added, because the
mentally retarded child who
is overactive day and night
can make a home a “sham-
bles.” ; o
Parent groups, in turn, criti-
cize the state for not Provid@ng
enough funds for alternative
forms of care and for al-
legedly emphasizing super-

visory personnel over basic-




