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ALBANY #* x
people ]arpmdd
cellor’s Hall here yesterday for
the first of two days of hearings
called by the Joint Legislative
Committee on Mental and
Physical Handicap, which is
investigating conditions at
Willowbrook State School and
other state mental institutions.

While spectators  were
generally calm, testimony

ich ®gmesefrom roughly 50
i eakew’gsxdncahd “gN, ound
b ssahptacﬁﬂn“ﬂwiibi ~the Newt

ork  State ;sPepphitme )
Mental Hygiene and its " a;ﬁ
to the care and
education of 25,000 retarded
individuals in institutions and
some 600,000 living in their
home communities.

There was a distinct lack of
support for the department, and
yesterday’s speakers united in
their backing of a bill in-
troduced to the Legislature Jan.
17 by Sen. Edward Conklin
which calls for the creation of
‘& Departments " of s\ Méntal

proach

Retardation to ‘function in-
dependentlysof Mental Hybem
an with its own budget.
iportionately few parents of
retarded patients testified
reterday, and the early hours
of the hearing were cominatted
by representatives of the
Department of Mental Hygiene,
heginning with Dr. Alan D.
Miller, commissioner, and Dr.
Jack Hammond, director of
Willowbrook.
Both men acknowledged a
critical shortage of money and
personnel in state mental 1n|

stitutiops, D;mded the
aners” o s o

‘Larents who' can ‘mafiage-théir
Lt
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continuing 7 effort’ to imprave
conditions qn& ity gaing

that end. '
D gleaded for,

Hammond

iretarded children to remove
‘them from the state school.

“Where to?” cried a=- voice
from the audience.

“In many buildings the llvmg
conditions for patients are in-
humane and mtolerable <
Hammond said.

" Befause' o!%hem#erc?owdlng,
W;llougbr&"ﬁk"ﬁas”?efuséﬁ“?d
dmit any more mentally re-
tarded, Hammond said. This
action, taken in January, has
continued  despite desperate
pleas  from parents with
relarded children, he said. %1

Willowbrook has been widely,
publicized because of the
squalor and treatment of the
children.

Hammond complained about
much of the publlcxt\, saying
it was focused ‘“‘on the most
tragic situations in the in-
stitution, on wards, housing
profoundly retarded, non-toilet
trained, over-active individuals
who lack any communication
skills or self- help skills.”

More than ‘half of the 5,000
patient population at the school,
cannot speak, are not able to
feed themselves, and are not
toilet trained.

“The immediate crisis is one
of severe overcrowding not only
at Willowbrook State School, but
at other institutions as well,”
said Hammond, “apd it calls
for an immediate solution,

"

now.
CHANGING ATTITUDE

Dr. Miller, who called the
hearings “the maost 1mportant
hearings ‘copgetired’ £willi {the

Sfafe scorecl
on care of

etarded.
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kids.

problems "of=hiental retafdalio
‘and mental illness”. Jin, which
he has part1c1pated since h
appointment six years ago,
lauded a change in public at-
titude toward the mentally ill.
“Discomfort and avoidance
with respect to the mentally
ill,” Miller said, “has been
replaced by active interests,
greater knowledge and now,
insistence that problems be!
faced and solutions found.” =
Several speakers — each of|
whom was theoretically limited
to 10 minutes — recelved‘
thunderous applause and in twot
instances  standing ovatmns
Among these was: Mrs. R

t:'{lx

“'Personally,” Mrs. *
said, ““I think the parents should
be holding these hearings "ifif
their: respective state schools
and summoning the politicians
to testify and tell us what they
have done. After all, we know!
what our kids need.”

‘KIND OF SICK’

“I suppose,” Mrs. Amoroso
continued, ‘“‘that I should be
charitable to our legislators
instead of bitter and resentful.
But when I come to Albany and
see the mall and the new office:
buildings and then think of the
place where my son lives, T get
kind of sick.”

“The legislators find the;
money for this mall and t'or|
super, hignways and then say
that they have to trim the fat
from the Department of Mental
Hygiene. They are trimming the
fat right out of our children’s
hides.

“We have to come o ,Alb

like, beggars . asking “for” han -
‘out. This " V1§

f‘émy,,’ :

Amoroso “saif” throu ‘gh clenchied|
teeth, “I-66HE hbre! bittor and
resentful and very un-|
charitable.”

Only one other speaker moved
the audience to stand and ap-
plaud. Dr. Mary Goodwin, a
specialist in the field of chlld
retardation, and her husband,:
also  a  physician and a
specialist, were dismissed from,
fhe Departiment of 'VIentaIt
Hygiene, ostensibly hecause of
the fiscal crisis.

COMPARES CONDITIONS "

|
b Goodwin compared

condltmns in the state’s mental
institutions in 1965 to conditions
today.. o

“In" 1965 ° " the' tal “in-
stttutmﬁs -of, 'New %k‘ State
‘were: overcrowdﬁﬂ.‘ In ‘-1965
many of the patients were"ill-
housed ill-fed and ill-clothed. In
1965 a patients was scalded to
death in a shower. In 1965 ward
attendants  were underpaid,
overworked and too few.

“In 1972,” Dr. Goodwin went

“the patients in New York

State mental institutions are ill-
housed, ill-fed and ill-clothed. In
1972 a patient was scalded to
death in a shower. In 1972 fhe
attendants are underpaid,
overworked and too few.

“Moreover in 1972, Sampsoni
State School has been closed, |
Binghampton Children’s Umt
has been closed, Mlddleton
Children’s Unit has been closed, [
and summer camps for the
retarded :have been clesed.

“laiit economy,” Goodwin
et

cOhelysion#to entru
the care of our -children - t6
'physicians  trained in adult
‘medicine? To administrators,
Etatxstlcxans and public relations
xperts who bare inexperienced)
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in  child care “and. often in}
Hifferent to” the “pleas’ of suck
knnwlcdgeablepeoplc as
parents.”

| Max Schneier, chairman of
the  Federation of Parents
Organizations for the New York
State Mentally Retarded, zeroed
in on the administration of the
Department of Mental Hygiene.

“This bureaucracy,” Schneier|
said,> “*has presided over tne)
{mast serious " Erithes: againaf
patients ©and- parents: and i thel
current system of care for the
retarded exists solely to per-
!petuale the bureaucracy.”

Schneier read a six-point plan
Ao improve the care of retarded
{patients, which include “the
{immediate  dismissal of the
leadership of the Department of
iMental Hygiene and two-thirds
(ol its employes exclusive of fne
|department of research.”

Calling for the immediale
thiving of 4,400 employes in the
jarca of custodial care in which
'the department is now short,
Schneier -, concluded ;.. by
demanding Ahe appointment “of
@ team of naffonal® Ang® in
ernational experts — exclusive
of the so-called experts in the
Department of Hygiene — to

present  within  six months a
‘gradual plan of disengagement
from our present methods of |
treating the retarded.”

Schneier  was  followed by
Manhattan Assemblyman  An-
drew  Stein, . who said that
conditions at Willowbrook “are
too painful to describe” and.
labeled the area of mental,
retardation as “‘the stepchild of|
the  Department of Mental|
Hygiene.”

« “We . must,) Stein, said, “be
responsibly . militant - in i <oup

ﬁemanMa?things‘%éﬁﬁﬁgedf
‘and, while we realize that
change cannot come overnight,
we also realize that it cannot
wait.” ‘
Originally  panel membhers
consisted of Sens. Dalwin Niles,
chairman, Sidney vonLuther,
Edward Conklin and Douglas
\Barclay, and Assemblymen
{Edward J. Amann of Staten
Island, Alvin Suchin, Anthony
1J. Stella and Martin Ginsberg.
. But through tne seveh hours
jof hearings, new and frequently
unidentified legislators replaced{
panel members, and at times|

the. committee. dwindled down
lto two or three members, v : S
X ﬁdaﬁ%@hé‘arﬁg’?’ﬁegﬁnman
hour earlier and with a few less

legislators scheduled to pe on
ithe dais.

First on the agenda were Dr.j
William  Bronston, a ward |
physician at Willowbrook, and.
Dr. Michael Wilkins and Mrs.
Elizabetn Lee, who were fired,

from their jobs at Willowbrook|
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