By FRANK McKEOWN

 For Senior itizen Program

A 6-year-old Staten Island pilot preject,

which has been used as the model for the fed-
eral government’s Retired Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP),
Washington by the
.untary Action,

The Island project, Serve, which presently has more

‘than 600 volunteers, was started in 1966 by the Com-
‘munity” Service Society as an effort to use senior citi-
.zens to their fullest and to establish a ‘new image
of the aging. e

The title of the
ization’s aim: Serve and Enrich Retirement by Volun-
teer Experience. e

was honored Thursday in
Na;ional Center for-Vol-

Since then it has grown to become
program in the country utilizing olde
unteers in community service, y

the largest single
T persons as vol-

Average Age Is 71

The volunteers, whose, ‘average age is 71’« travel

~ twice each week to Willowbrook State School to assist

In caring for the residents and .to make themselves

_generally useful in varying ways.

group is an acronym for the organ-
. new

Among

their chores are assistin
machinery,

shoe repairing for the residents, stamping
clothes and supplies, sorting' donations and wrap-
o i i e s M Ty . : ;

g in the repair of




i,‘m».u

Eva Voss gives a lesson in fieedlepoint to_one
of the gu-l resldents at Willowbrook.

Other volunteers make weekly
visits to the Public Health Serv-
ice Hospital in Clifton where they
assist nurses in the recovery
room, help prepare patients for
examinations, and prepare special
sponge dressings used in brain
surgery.

The oldsters also gather. at
Berry Houses two times a week
to prepare bloodmobile ];nts for the

erve vo‘unteers are mvolved are
piovldmg dance instruction at!
senior citizens’ centers, caring for
the gift shop at the Ru‘hmondJ
‘town Restoration, and preparing |
and checking mailing lists for the |
annual Red Cross fund drives.

| “We also have a program in|
which old and discarded books
are cleaned up, rtepaired and
lglven to health clinics and wel-
'fare hospitals throughout - the
‘city,” Mrs .Norman said.

The senior citizens also regu-|
larly visit such places as the Eger
Home, Sailors Snug Harbor, Sea
|View Hospital and Home, Man-
PSyc 1atr1c Hosp1tal

1
|
|
{

a parochlal school reading pro-
gram in which the volunteers
help children who have difficulty
learning to read. The parochial
schools ‘re not eligible for state
assistance programs in this
area.” T
“Reading volunteers work on
a one-to-one basis with two or|
three selected children for 45!
mmutes tw:ce weekly," Mrs. Nor-

are in the program from two
public and 10 Catholic schools
in the borough. -

The Commumty Service So-
ciety’s pilot Serve project has:
blossomed to the point where
there are now 42 such pilot pro- -
grams in 21 counties in New

York State.
l : Title III Grant ™.
Mrs. Vera G. Avery, pro;ect
{information - specialist, said
Serve-in-New-York-State  was
initiated 'in 1969 under a Title
III grant from- the state office for
the Aging. §
“Each of these programs op--
erates. under the ausplces of a

Mrs. Vannie Harris
mends’ clothes for Wil-
lowbrook at the Marin-
‘ers H arbor Senior

Center; -* :

NEWS photos by Jim Romane
and John Steen

v Mrs. Sadie Romeo, Mrs.
Filomena Vitale, Mrs.
Anna Sciacca and Mrs.
Angela Farrugio (left
.to. right) do. mendmg at

“but they receive guidance from:
W *Community Service Society.”

Following the program’s suc-
cess in New York, she added,
the Serve operation “became a
model for the federal govern-
ment’s RSVP groups.

" Programs in 11 States

“RSVP was begun last year
with a grant of $500,000 to set
up similar = programs in 11
states,” Mrs. Avery sald “This

ceived Thursday mght in Wash-
ington’s John F.. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts is
given annually to the group per-

forminzg the most outstanding
community service.

Formerly known as the Lane
Bryant Volunteer Award, it con-
sists of a plaque and $5,000.

Joseph Reina, an 80-year-old

w1dower who spends two days




