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By MICHAEL AZZARA

“ advance ' of legislative
hearmgs prompted by revela-
tions. of conditions at
Willowbrook State School,
Assemblyman Edward J.
Amann reported that he had
conferred last ‘week with
Assembly leaders on possible
solutions to the problems
besetting the Mental Hyglene
Department.

The basic problem, said
Amann, is money and he said
he has been " urging the
legislative leaders to resist
pressure to hold down the
Mental Hygiene Department’
budget. .

The pressure, he added,
comes largely from upstate
lawmakers who prefer to see
the state budget reduced, even
at the cost of services, rather
than impose additional taxes

Meanwhile, an aide to State
Sen. John J. Marchi said
Marchi during the past week
had been “in touch with

Washmgton in a W?Pt

Hé%said mg’fsland legnslator
lans to pursue this approach
whl]e also working on the state
level to-secure a reasonable
budget for the department.
Hearings by the Joint Legisla-
tive Committee on Mental
|Retardation and the Physically
Handncapped are scheduled for
Wednesday in Albany. :

" At a meeting with Assembly
Speaker Perry Duryea and
Assembly Majority Leader John
Kingston, Amann, a member of
the joint legislative committee,
said he stressed that the num-
ber, .of | attendants at  Willow-
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llE assure that a “job

freeze ” ordered by Gov.
Rockefeller as a means of
‘averting a budget crisis, “must
never again be apphed to the
Mental Hygiene Department.”

The discussion also included,’
he said, an exploration of
possible steps that may be
take immediately to improve
conditions of overcrowding and
understaffing . at - the Island
institution.
I “What do we do now,” asked
iAmann, “Send some of the!
patients home? Take a hard line|

“I
just hope more money w1ll be
allocated.”

Increasing the pay of at-
tendants in state institutions
was also discussed, he added,
as a means of reducmg the high
turnover rate among this group.

RUSSO TAKES CREDIT

Assemblyman Lucio F. Russo,
who said the three Island
legislators have been “working

ind ‘the . scenes,’’,.claime
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Russo said * that Mental
Hygiene Commissioner Alan
Miller was about to reassign Dr.
Michael Wilkins and Mrs.
Elizabeth Lee, a social worker,
to Willowbrook. The lawmaker
said this would have been
demoralizing to other employes
who  supported Hammond’s
move. He insisted, he said, that
the director’s action be allowed
to stand.

The two were discharged for
cooperating with the press in
bringing conditions at the school
to light.

Russo_said that he too has
been insfsting that more funds
he, allocated to theh;menta




