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chool the past eight yéars,
visits Building 11 once a week. |
The following letter to the Ad-
vance, she said, was prompted
by the news coverage, most of
it critical,
By MRS. FLORENCE

E. BRYTCUK

I get so excited talking about
illowbrogk State School and|
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two years before Dr. Jack)

Hammond became director.

Each Wednesday I would take
about 22 boys ranging from 8
to 12 years old to the play-
ground, where we would have a
‘picnic. Sometimes, I would get
‘permission on a Sunday after-
noon to take two little boys to
dinner and the zoo or a ferry
ride. .
| They looked forward to me
sl Jsince it was.a break in
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| sNow " oui! ThursBay', cyon;pgs.l
lI g0'to E?g'el of mabuilimgi“and“
bring candy and play records.
\They look forward to seeing
me; I look forward to seeing
them, too.

They tell me they love me.
They hug and kiss the attend-
ants. They are so starved for
love that if they can’t get it
from their own family they will
get it from anyone who cares to
visit them. ¥
- A.very cute and sensible gir
?Aﬁmﬁe{&ye«rg*-md~'suggestea 1

ftake-ner-out ‘on-Sunday. T found
out she never has visifors —
not even her mother. But her
mother has refused to let any-
one else take her out. So that
was that. - |

I met a little boy when he|
was 8 years old but so small
he looked like 5. With Dr. Ham-
mond’s permission I started!
taking him out and I still do.
He’s just turning 16 and dreams
of getting out and becoming ‘a
bus driver. Now they are teach-
ing him music, and he will play
in their wonderful band.

Once T suggested to Mrs.
Hammond that the more normal
children be placed in the same
ward, since they like to look
at magazines and play with
toys.

" She"4old nie they“had hoped
to do that, but they would have
ro ‘*build”more'® buildings " and

didn’t " have" thie monéy. “They
want to do so much for the
ichildren, but without money
‘their hands are tied. ;

Dr. and Mrs. Hammond are
the two most lovely people I
have ever met. They have been
wonderful to me. I can make
any suggestions, and they are
always willing to listen.

All of the attendants I have
met have always been very nice
to me and act as if they love
these little people. They all
seem very happy there,

The ladies (adult patients) I
visit Thursday night spend all
day making rugs. They d‘o‘l
beautiful work and are very|
proud of it.

Every ward I ever went in'
was always spotless, no matter|
what time I was there. As for
food, my ladies are all getting
fat. |
" Now everything would be just|

iwonderful for these"

only their’ families"would'give
them a little love and attention.
They mean more to these
patients than anyone else.

They show me pictures of dif-
ferent members of their family
and are so proud of them. Usu--
ally, all they have are pictures.
Some don’t know if they have a
family. They wonder if they are
all dead.

I always say they have every-
thing at Willowbrook. But the
best medicine of all is the love
from some dear member of
their family. That would do
wonders for them.

I know, for I have been like
one of them for many years and
have had personal contact with
them. The only horrible thing
is the fact that some parents
let them get into this condition
|by neglecting their bahleig{ggﬁ

L

birth. - R ats
God forgive them.




