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"A\'ewwere fired because 'we
'tUld“ the truth about the in-
tolerable conditions at
Willowbrook State School,” said
Dr. Michael Wilkens and Mrs.
Elizabeth Lee today in a joint
statement answering charges by
Councilman Frank J. Bion-
dolillo.

Both are scheduled to testify
éb?ut conditions at Wﬂlowbrook
efore joint - legislative
ﬁ&ﬁﬂtﬁi hearing orlgi ritYaI‘
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‘mrentl in Albatiy.
*'“Since ‘the purpose of the
Society for the Prevention of
\Cruelty to Children investigation
is to compile ‘essentially what'
has been disclosed by the media
into a formal format to be
presented to the legislative
bodies which will be able to
effect change,” we see no reason
to duplicate our testimony.”

_Biondolillo charged Thursday

t'Dr “Wilkenis, Mrs: Lee and.

thw Pinto, president of the!

enevolent, .Socxety s
W1]lowbrook Chapter, * “are
guilty of blatant, naked and
arrogant irresponsibility to the
community and to the cl’uldren
at Willowbrook.”

“I do not completely object
to an investigation such as the
SPCC’s which seems to absolve
the administrator of guilt,”
Mrs. Lee said separately in
another statement. ‘“However,
this ;. mypstxgatmp appears . to

Ve “plated “blame on' an in-
pmdnal employe, ,and it therpby
misses the point

“The massive chxld neglect at
Willowbrook is the result of
overcrowding and understaffing,
and is not the fault of any one
'mploye,” she added.

‘‘Perhaps Councilman
Biondolillo and the other
members of this hastily
organized investigation team
are sincerely interested in
helping the retarded,” Mrs. Lee
said. “If so, they will stopl
devoting their energies to|
casting stones at individuals,
and begin working with those,
of us w;xo are pg;senhngmqon-
structive.  alts
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1 addmon ‘to. the. joint
statement Wilkens, . also
issued a separate statement;
in which he explained that
“Staten Island politicans have
little justification in speaking
out now on Willowbrook.

“They have not fought the
budget cuts. They have failed
to inform themselves about
conditions in Willowbrook until
now, and now they are jumping
in, holding hearings at which
the finger of blame has been
pointed at employes.”

. ‘They are deflecting attention
to._side i issues, because they. stiit

&ee‘kﬂto avoid The eehfrdl Tosues 171 4
i isespopsihily and thil of

‘other ' politicans *~ who = have

allowed these conditions to exit
without bringing them to the
public’s attention,” Dr. Wilkens
said.

Pinto also released a
statement saying that ‘‘the
Benevolent Society for Retarded
Children, Willowbrook Chapter,
after, . cor}sulting with

epl‘esehtdtxveﬁ“’!br “the * SPCG'
rand with” péi‘slmé who atterded
its “hearings, beliéves that‘the
thrust of the SPCC inquiry is’
to find fault rather than to seck
‘solutmns gl o et g i

UOHT “the' "hlghly ‘chafged ’alw
mé'sp'hiere “prevailiny a

'Willowhrook, we believe that am
inquiry which focuses criticism;
on a dedicated service staff 151
not: desirablé,* Pinté saidui/. |
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2 Moreover we Thelieve jthat - '\
the SPCC is-‘not traly “va' ' 1
representative organization,
Inasmuch as no parents of
handlcappedchlldrenpar-
tthlpatﬂ. 10 108 101 QIMETRRE: ""..
ned ailieif hns sois n“iln(,. ey




