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Willowbreok ‘Deal'
A See-Sawing Row

By FRANK McKEOWN
% Councilman Frank Biondolillo, chairman of hearings

.condltxons at Willowbrook State School, has charged

“gdeal” h

as been made by the state with two dismissed

loyes to reinstate them and oust the school’s director,
_D Jack Hammond, “within six weeks.”

iondolillo said the deal
was agreed upon at a 4-
"ﬂ ur meeting last Monday
ween State Commis-
er of Mental Hygiene
an D. Miller and repre-
ehtatives of Dr. Michael
ins and Mrs. Eliza-
Lee.

. Wilkins and Mrs. Lee,
.who had no tenure in their civil
igekyice posts at the state
schbol, were released by Ham-
mo d last month assertedly be-
eaflise of personality differences.

The hearings presided over
by Biondolillo are being con-
ducted by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Chil-
dren.

Expose Called Cause

Members of the Benevolent
Society for Retarded Children
at Willowbrook contend the dis-
missals were for exposing to
the parents and press the in-
tolerable conditions at the over-
crowded and understaffed facil-
ity.
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A Pledge
Of Help

Rep. Mario Biaggi (D/C-
N.Y.) said Health, Education
and Welfare Secretary Elliot
Richardson has pledged “the
full resources of the Depart-
ment in efforts to alleviate the
problems” at New York State’s
mental health facilities.

Biaggi, who conducted -his
own investigation last month of
several of the state’s mental
health institutions, including
Letchworth and Willowbrook
mental retardation facilities, re-
vealed that the federal inquiry
will take place Feb. 28 and 29.

tal retardation, denied “categor-
ically” the Biondolillo allega-
tions of an agreement with Wil-
kins and Lee.

In fact, he said, letters were
sent out Thursday mformmg

o the docto; .Mus. Lee, a
Avorker.. the school

Dr. Jack Hammond (left) as he testified at Society for Prevention to Cruelty of Children hea

they would not be reinstated at -

the Staten Island facility.
Signed by Commissioner
Dr. Alan D. Miller, state com-
missioner of mental hygiene,

" signed the letters, which said

that after six days of intensive
discussion he felt that “in the
best interest of mantaining pa-
the two dismissed provisional
tient care and employe morale”
employes would not be reem-
ployed at the island school.
Informed of Grunberg’s cate-
gorical denial and Miller’s let-
ters, ..Biondolillo,
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PO >

-adamantly .; . ins
ﬂfat the | % s }Lﬁ

“deal” to put the ousted pair
back in Willowbrook had gone
through. He also, insisted that
the fate of Dr. Hammond had
been sealed.

Miller and several other state
officials had met with members
of the Benevolent Society Jan.
27 in an effort to effect a re-
conciliation between them and
Hammond.

When it was believed agree-
ment had been reached, the two

dismissed employes returned to -

Willowbrook Jan 28. to be re-
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vigorously objected to the
turn of the two ousted pair.
This pressure led to a disrpu-
tion of care and treatment pro-
grams for the residents of the
school, Grunberg said.

Miller’s letter pointed out
that the two employes would
not be reinstated at Willow-
brook because it “would under-
mine employe morale and cause
disruption of patient care.”

The state has offered to per-
mit the two to “consider the
.-possibility gf employment else-
e:departm tﬁ"i.:m
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