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"‘}sterdays Willowbrook Ral-

ly in Willowbrook Park was

marked by red-runny “noses,
frozen toes and clattering teeth:
Originally scheduled #o- be

held in the auditorium of:Wil-
lowbrook State School, the rally
was moved outdoors at the re-
quest of Dr. Jack Hammond,
director of the institution, when
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Congressman Murphy addresses 'the crowd: at the rally "
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*Nearly 400 people stood in'the
park, - huddled together for
warmth, and shouted at nearly
every pohtlman who spoke from
the _Platform. ‘The crowd was re-

pmtediy made up’ mostly of par<
entsseeking “improved _ condi~
tions for the patients.
Congresswoman Bella Abzug,
who called conditions at Willow-
brook an “obscenity,” was..
best recexved ot §¥ ;
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#The politicians,” Mrs. Abzug
said, “let things: go from dis-
graceful "to'-unspeakable, then
give a little and call it progress.

“Gov. Rockefeller suddenly
has come up with $5 million in
funds for the Department of
Mental Hygiene and promised
$20 million more in April. He is
giving us nothing,” said Mrs.

bzug, “he is only restoring

 {what hepreviously, took_away,
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lowbrook rally:
Discontent i

in cold

““We' must tell the pqhtxcm,ns
we don’t want more. money<
spent on roads. That we don’t
want more money spent on the
war. That we don’t want it spent
on military programs. They
must know that we want the
money spent in areas of human
need.”

Holt Meyer, borough develop-
ment director, was booed non-
z,stop from t?:(}, moment he said

he, represen Mayor' Lindsay.!
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i Congressman "John" MWt

1y, who told the crowd that
New York State was missing
out on a lot of federa] money
.,because..“thgy won’t spend 25
lcents to'get 2 dollar,” explain,
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Murphy said Title 4 “involves
open-ended federal appropria-
tion and is not being utilized by
the state because 25 per cent of
the funds have not been put up
to secure 75 per cent from the
federal government.

“The failure of the state to
tap this program,” Murphy
said, “constitutes their biggest
failure in mental health.”

|SEEKS, $84 MILLION |
Congressman " Jonathan - Bin’glf

m, D-N.Y'; said ‘he would of.
fer'an amendmient to’the House
appropriations bill to raise from
$40 million to $124 million fede. |
ral funds available for the men-
tally retarded.

Bingham justified a request
for “emergency federal action’
because, he said, “of shocking
conditions revealed at Willow-
brook and other state institu-
tions.”

Anthony 1, Stella, a parept,
aroused, an -emotiénal respofse

from. demonsiratars_when, &

. Rep. Roger Ross _
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promised to. bring''§ of
care for the “retarded’'tq  the
White House lawn,

“We are going to put crosses
on the White House lawn for
every child that dies at Willow-
brook,” Stella said.

“Keep your arms out,” Stella
said, ‘“and keep your fists
clenched because we're gonna
start hitting some people overl
the head and get things chang-
cd'” e T S

The rally, which'hé
am: and. was
Willowbrook " Rilly: ommitiee
ended two hours later with man
stiff-legged protestors hobbling
back to the warmth of cars.

Meanwhile, district attorney
John M. Braisted’s office re-
quested transcripts of testimony
and exhibits presented at a hear-
ing on conditions at the school.

The hearing was conducted
Friday by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Chil-
dren,.

It was disclosed at the hearing
that 11 mentally retarded pa-
tients died during. the Jpast year
of asphyxiation;. .. 28T
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