hearing held by the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to.
Children, is the Advance report-
er who began writing about con-
ditions at Willowbrook State
School nearly three months ago.
Miss Kurtin described her testi-
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by the Society for the
[Prevention of Cruelty to
(Children, which is investigating|
‘conditions at Willowbrook State
\School, was marked yesterday!
by the absence of two panel|
members and any parents or!
relatives of patients.

“*Representatives of the SPCC

sesponse to:-the 1 , in "higj
A spokesman ‘said, “‘gives them
'a chance to tell what they. think
is wrong with the conditions
gtheir children live in.” So far,
itestimony has been heard only
;Irom Dr. Jack Hammond,
director of the institution, and
ithis reporter.

' Anthony Pinto, president of‘

the:Benevolent Society’s W

testimony would have to come
at another date. Hearings will
take place in Borough Hall, St.
George, for the rest of the
week.

Ira Raab, attorney for the
SPCC, asked that I testify on
¢ basis of-observations whic&
[’ made “dufing * frequent” Visi

t Willowbrook and’ reported’a
F seriw‘ib!};lﬂinlggm%hﬂ@ﬂ
vance. 7 :

“While I cannot say that I
at any time saw a resident of
Willowbrook  being  actively
mistreated,” T told the attorney |
and the panel in the course of
my testimony, ‘the effects of
E;Le.glect are obvious.”

Raabyii agkedy . dowsyspegific
deséziption s:wof:diﬁom»»ﬁmt
*young ™ patients 'zt Willowd
brook.

“The attendants,” I ex-!
plained, “‘are desperately over-
worked and cannot possibly
keep up with the mess created
lin wards, where many of the 65
'to 70 patients are not even
toilet-trained.” J

chaired
I Bic

to  Congressman John M.
Murphy, and William Katz,
director of the Rich-
mond SPCC, heard my descrip-
tions of the nauseating stench of
the wards at Willowbrook, the
distressing screams and the

p he severe
shortage of attendants who
could make sure that the pa-
tients don’t injure themselves.”

Raab wanted to know if I had
ever made any of my observa-
tions known to any member of
the institution’s administration.

"'As fav as 1 knew,” it/ was

2

lhas always heen aware
A Ways jeen aware g
ﬁtuat‘n' that sexist: gt 5w
rfn‘ook?’~¥ ka b ét by e

“Do you know,” Raab asked,
“if the conditions at Willow-
brook as you saw them were
ireported to officials of the
Department 'of Mental
‘Hygiene?” '
~ “Certainly,” 1 said. “Dr.
Hammond, director of Willow-
brook, has' filed repotts - and
written _letters ‘to the depart-
ment’ describing the - deteriofa:
'tion of the institution.

' “But,” I continued, o
directive _was - issued * from
Albany asking Dr. Hammond!
and  other *administrators of
state institutions not;to" belabor
the Department of Mental
Hygiene with requests for ex-
iceptions to. the job freeze
|(which cost Willowbrook about
1,000~ ¢mployes) “or -fornune
$0-pay for'needed equipmieng,’”
>-Raab aﬁixed what else: was
ntainedin the directive. I re-
plied: - . ,

“Dr Hammond was informed
that it was not necessary for
him to keep telling the Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene how!
bad things were at Willowbrook
because the program analyists
who . visited ‘there weekly were
continuously on top of the situa-
fion.af . 7 g
“But +as ' the situation at
Willowbrook was getting bad
leiough  for  the  program
analysts to automatically
irequest a  lifting of the job
{freeze- as - they promised, the
istate’s fiscal crisis worsened.

“By the time things were so
bad that Willowbrook was
eligible ' for additional money
jand employes, the fiscal crisis
lwas so bad that no relief. could
‘be given.” :

Raab asked that I appear at
the . hearing  scheduled for
tomorrow at 2 p.m. to testify
again and bring with me copies
of all articles pertaining to
Willowbrook .which have ap-
peared in “the ' Advance and
documents - citing cases" where!

Syl G




