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~ The dlstnct attorneys oiﬁqd
has quietly opened an in-
\eshgahon into deaths by chok-
ing at Willowbrook State School,
it was revealed yesterday.

District Attorney John M.
Braisted Jr. in making the
disclosure, said that any dealhs
to which criminal blame can
be attached will be presented,

lo a orand ]ury sy S
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st that a*gr&nd' ’ ma
¢ summoned  to inquire into
personnel and program pro-
blems at the mstltutlon

He said the ‘“methods and
philosophy™ of dealing with the
mentally retarded are “not,
within the scope” of a grand
jury. 5
| Nevertheless, Braisted
pledged his cooperation — in
A,Amm of letters to legislators
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m i statements* .;

rehalf’of efforts to Secute‘ 4z

{tional funds and new prograsms
ng at Willowbrook and other

siale Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment facilities. ;

Braisted made the statements
,m his office at a meeting
requested by Max Schneier,
chairman of the Federation of
Parents Organizations for New|
York State Mental Instltutlons

F:harge \ e‘“m‘ Psiand
Nexghborﬁooﬂ “"Office  of #Rhe'
Legal Aid Society, and Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Haney of Fort
Lee, N.J., members of the
Willowbrook Chapter of the'
Benevolent Society for the Help
of Retarded Children, a
member of the federation.
Schneier said the federation,
replesents parents of resndenlsl‘
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Schneier said he had  fe-

fquested the meeting in the hope

of enlisting Braisted’s su'ppbr‘t

Ifor grand jury action. Specifi-|

’cal]y, he wanted the grand ]u1y.‘

‘to explore personnel shortages;

and lack of programming as a

result of a job freeze and to!

try to obtain more money from|
the legislature, not only for

\Vl”()\\brOOl\ but for Mentall

Hygiene Department facxlmes

throughout the state. ..

Dr. Jack Hammiond, wm’ow-

brook’ director,’ "testifying
Monday at_ a’ Society for the
Prevenhon of Cruelty to Chil-
‘dren hearing, said there were
{129 deaths at the institution dur-
ing the 1971 fiscal year, and of
1these 11 were attributed to
ichoking.

Other deaths due to choking
have taken place this year —
one as late as Monday — the
parents told Braisted. g

Defending personnel abj
Willowbrook, Schneier saidthat!

mrgughout the,

lone ward ‘worker may have *30]
mouths to feed — you can’t
blame her” if one of her|
charges starts to choke on his
food. Many residents have tol‘
be hand-fed. |
1 Schneier called for boosts in
the base salaries of ward
personnel to keep them on the|
{payroll and defeat the job
freeze, under which employes
‘are not replaced after they
leave.

& Since: the job freeze went 'into

effect in December 1970, it was
reported, there have been 987
vacancies. However, Gov.
|Rockefeller has provided funds
'to permit the institution to ﬁll
300 of these jobs.

Schneier said state 1nst1tut10ns
are crammed with 25,000 mental
'patients. He called upon
‘Braisted to help lead a cam-
paign to.get the Mental Hygiene
Department to. adopt in its
stltuﬁov . programs similar to

#in® Califorfia.  These
programs, Schneier said, have
resulted in a sharp reduction
in the number of institu-
tionalized patients as well as
savings to the taxpayer, while
providing
patients.

‘“There’s an entrenched
bureaucracy in Albany —
thousands of people — who just
don’t ‘want,, to ‘give this wup,”
iSchpeier said. glg &

greater aid to

' “There are too pldpy genera1s|
and " not ‘enough  front hne1
troops,” he added. (bt

Schneier praised the pel-‘

sonne] at Willowbrook, “but
ithey can’t fight a war without
trocps,” he said.
. Braisted reiterated that he
ibelieves the problem rests with
lthe Legislature’s action in cut-
ting the Mental Hygiene
Department s budget.

Braisted noted that in 1966|
there was a grand jury in-
vestigation into the deaths of
two Willowbrook residents due
to scalding. At that time the
Lgrand jury returned a report,

urging ‘the “allgeation. of - addis
ional funds forw owh:ook.k




