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Despite Gov. Rockefellers
release of $5 million for the
state Department of Mental
Hygiene and the promise of $20
million more in April, the
outlook for next year in the
state’s institutions is as gloomy
if not gloomier than it was this
year.

Although  legislators  have
iconswtently taken the position'
that “no money is available,”
Rockefeller, in the heat of
public outery over conditions at‘
lﬂiqowbmk State Sehool aeamg,

with g midaplg sum. __@

“But thi %ongy; ’wlgch »must
be divided among 37 institutions
for the care of 75,000 patients,
may be nothing more than an
appropriation that never turns
into spendable dollars.

The requested budget for the
Department of Mental Hygiene
this year was about $630
million. The Legislature
(“trimmed the fat” to $600
million, and the director of the

budget froze everything above,
|$580 million.

k Rockefel,ier B sudqen

}dmcove:;y of 35' milhon fot ‘the
instifutions. is apparently money
above the spendable budget of,

than one-third of what the
Department of Mental Hygiene

lost out on because of the
freeze. 3
It is not unfair to assume —!
\bearing in mind what happened
to the department’s budget for
this year — that the $20 million
ipromised in April will be frozen|
'again, leaving the institutions,
with a budget which is, in ef-
‘[ect.rtf per gent less xaluablgt
n-the-rock- Bottom ﬁmds they;
ad to work with for the 1971-72
fiscal year.
The money depreciates by 6
'per cent because of inflation -—I
\a factor which does not seem!

to be taken into account by th.e
legislators. An example of this,
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$380 million and is actually less|

r So far," Willowhrook has:spent’
$592,673 just to keep the place
heated The projected deficit fo
fuel only is $560,235. The deficit
Lfior overall maintenance (which
oes; naf:«inglude patie;it care)

giqﬂie ateaoftssi-im. ?,v 0
In “part, the  situation ~was
eased because the state
released $687,000. But, there are
still $300,000 worth of bills that
\are going to have to be paid
ifor somehow.
t Dr. Jack Hammond, director
of Willowbrook, anticipates that
“the deficit is going to come
iout of our hides.”

To make up what will have
to be paid to pay Con Edison
and the other utility ‘companies,
some_ area of the mstitutions

operation s goingr“tn xhave "to
be;trimmed. 1 oo o

: The writing is on the Wall.
Willowbrook will have to resort
to cutting back in personal care
for patients to scrape up the
$300,000.

Willowbrook, the " largest ot'
the state’s institutions, is get-
ting the biggest chunk of the
85 million and will be able to
'start filling 300 vacant positions
\— most of thern related directly
to patient care,: g i

, Willowbrook;¥ however, is

hort more than 1,000 in per-
sonnel, not 600" as spekesmen
for the Department of Mental
Hygiene insist. The institution
was nearly 300 persons short
before the job freeze went into

leffect last November.

Many people who have
worked diligently to dramatize
the conditions at Willowbrook
are more upset than pleased
with Rockefeller’s promise of
money.

Murray Schneps, who has a

3% -year-old daughter at
Wiilowbrook sees Rocke{eller s
announcement as ‘‘a move- to
stop the mountmg protest by
all the citizens of New York
against a brutal disregard for
the lives of the mentally‘
tetarded.” b bl
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Certainly, the promise " o
additional funds has given fals
hope to the parents of children’
in Willowbrook State School and
has in part dampened the public
rage that began when the .Ad-
vance released descriptive
articles about the mstitutiom
seven weeks ago.

Is $20 milhon ever going to
find its way to the institutions
of New York? Judging from

lpast experiences, no one with

relatue or r %ﬂ‘é‘i



