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“tnarks'a shocking low-point TR ®
“American politics — politics
that have apparently become
too involved in politicians and

}oo negligent of- people ; ‘:.
Nothing _ Ii"ilf “be " dbne to_
hori‘or "eitHer, until’

‘alter their priorities. And they
won’t do that uhtil a majority
of their constituents convince
them that such alteration is
admirable and advantageous.
Too many people who hire
their public officials on election
day and pay their salaries with
taxes--have sat at home and
read \"Advance reporter Jang

Kurtm 8 accounts of the atroclty
v’ recgnt weeks . and. have

iqule y .and pnvately agreed

that the situation is intolerable.
Very quietly they have agreed.
But wait, don't feel bad.
. Not ; one. NOT,! ONE —
Island polm,clan.has~ offered Qne
£Lomment,: suggestion, or solution

- to. the . problem.. Not much
“gs<-a voluntary Yis\{u‘ug.v,i?éf the | -

shoulders has come from our
public servants.

One reason is that any correct
solution involves money, much
more money than the $5 million
added to the budget last week.
And money is a touchy subject
because it is scarce.

Promises work wonders when
it comes to sewers and high-
ways. But when a dozen

mentally retarded, children are
chokmg to death: gvery/. three
" months; promises. sound’ hp oW/

LIt seems: accqbtable for t‘hgm
1o channel, our: predm}th pennies
into ‘welfare’ and to" bthl& cbn-

d polm’ﬂcs
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- the school in six years.
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! mention Willowbrook at all.

. have been silent.
: John Marchi has been recuper-
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Assemblyman Edward Amann
toured the facility and called
for an investigation after ,an
Advance article pointed out that
none of the Island’s three state
representatives had 1nspected

(The 1nvest1gat10nfcmmedr
to be no more thanig::
weekly visit by :;lft rogr
analyst. His report, relc&sgdfin
December, admitted: that - the!
school’s condition had reached
the critical level but said the'
state’s  financial erisis had
reached the critical level at the
same time, thus making it “too
late” for more money to be
allocated.)

Soon after the report, Amann,
a member of the Joint Legis-
Lative Council on Mental and
Physically Handicapped, re-
jected a request from Manhat-
tan Assembly Andrew Stein, the
only official to show continuing
interest in the issue, to convene
a legislative hearing with
subpeona power to probe the
deteriorating situation,

The Island’s other Assembly
representative, Lucio Russo,
was somehow able to say that
a reduction of $37 million in
the state’s appropriation for
mental hygiene was a matter
of cutting the fat from the
budget.

Borough President Connor, in
“State of the Borough”
address this week failed to

COUNCILMEN SILENT

The Island’s city councilmen
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Stgim who has’ visited:the-i
stitution iseveral: times um‘th
last; twd- weekss Investigakions
‘can bare 'nohs momh;o!q th
horrible mess than is already
known — action is needed.

But wait, don’t feel bad.
~The victims at Willowbrook,
the naked and sick and helpless
patients themselves, must be
considered.

B -Amann: said; on ' Dec. 8 ‘that
eax;ed the ~children” "t “the

yecoming’ “pohhc
lys,that were,.

dwell on the issue and forget
about the human beings that
are involved. The two should
not and cannot be separated.
People are dying. The school,

is dying. The efforts are
miniscule. The excuses are
shameful.

The situation gained broad
attention when television
cameras arrived at the school
little more than a week ago.
How dismal it was to see at-
titudes change.

PUBLICITY

! Employes who previously had
‘talked frankly about impossible
.conditiong in hopes of seeing
limprovement suddenly became
!personalities that needed press
conferences.

Director Jack Hammond, who
had talked openly to the Ad-
vance about the relationship
between the school and the state
agency that manages it,” sud-
denly found he didn’t have to
say anything — and didn’t.

And worst of all, “concerned”
parents, eager to accompany
camera crews into a ward
during a recent rally, shrugged!
Joif apprehensions that a large,
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began bolling lovers for
Willowbrook, Dr. Hammond|
gave the Advance a status!
report on a newly instituted
federal program, the *“Country|
Club” program, which involved:
95 severely retarded children.

Afforded better facilities and
more personal attention, those
.children, with 1Qs in the 20s and
180s, learned to dress and feed
and groom themselves.

Given their own complex,
Building 78, they went to school
to improve their skills' in
thandling objects, talking and
'getting along with others and
reading simple signs. .

In short, 95 of the school’s
5,200 children were supplied with
the money it takes to provide
a decent atmosphere, facilities
for learning and loving care
from enough teachers and at-
tendants. It worked.

“The progress of . these

tuldren ‘hap. been f:lttashc,




