RN ARP Y AN

hygiene said yeéterd@y
ff‘w‘ouid' ifsd “an Tannounced $5
million budget restoration to
rehire nurses and ward atten-
dants for state institutions as
the public outcry about the'
state’s care of the mentally ill
mounted.

. Gav. Rnckefcller announced

Thuréddy that $5 mlllmn would
be restored 'to-the state Mental
Hygiene - Department’s -budget
for the year ending June 30.
Following the announcement,
Dr. Alan Miller, mental hygiene
commissioner, said he would
rehire  hundreds of workers
fired last spring because of the
‘budget squeeze.
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High priority also would go
to rehiring 200 ward aides for|
Letchworth Village in Rockland,
County and to upstate schools
a d mental hospitals, he said.

r&: Newburgh, N.Y., mean:
while, - the  -mental hygiene!
coordinator “for the State Civill
Service | 'Employes Association
icharged that Rockefeller's
‘austerity 'budget was trans-
forming state mental institu-
tions into “‘snake pits.’ ’

Speaking hefore staff mem-
bers of several mid-Hudson

leg ms_tltutlons, Robett Guild
&‘ sttg' ¢ at, the state’s’ xmﬂh-

~retarded. Weingold compared
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*of unfortunate-humans.” -~ .
Dr. Theodore C. Wenzl, CSEA
president, said budget cuts were
-reducing hospital staffs at the
rate of 200 workers a week and
called for formation of a coali-

tion of hospital employes to
fight the reductions.

Elsewhere, criticism —
directed primarily at conditions
at Willowbrook — mounted.

The New York State
Association for Retarded
Children called for forma-
tion of a separate state ad-
ministrative body to deal with
the problems of the mentally re-

tarded in both institutions and
communities.

“Conditions such as  those
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executlve; dm&ctor “said in. 2
letter to Assemblyman Andrew
Stein, Manhattan Democrat.

Stein is chaifman of the Task
Force created by Assembly
Minority Leader Stanley
Steingut to investigate state
schools  for the mentally

the $20,000 - a - year per patient
spent in the Bronx State
Hospital and the $80,000 - per
vear per patient spent in the
Bronx Psychiatric Children’s
Unit, with less than $6,000 spent
per patient at Willowbrook and
iless than $5000 at:: Letchworth
:Village. ‘
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. He also urged the phaSifg ot
of lar ge institutions ; and "’
stmiall ' govp. hotdes ™ tid M
{o 'replace- them. The honies
would be cheaper to build, easier
to operate and would provide
better services, Weingold said. |

The announcement by
Rockefeller that he would
propose a $600 - million budget,
for the Mental Hygiene Depart-|
ment in the next fiscal year
so far has done little to stem
the wave of criticism about
institutional conditions.

The budget would add  $20
million above the stay-even
fiscal package he has ordered
for most state departments. It
would mean that state institu-
tions for the retarded and
mentally ill could keep the
personnel being rehired now.

“It would not mean that all
our problems have been solved
by any means ’ Miller; said.
‘hope it ‘means the ‘torner”

been turned.” ' Aow
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