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% By JANE KURTIN ™ 7;
' "Perhaps one —of- the most diffi-
cult “aspects of running ‘an in-
stitution like Willowbrook State
School is making decisions
about who gets in and who stays
out.

Although he was the first
director of a New York State
institution to introduce a wait-
ing list, Dr. Jack Hammord is
frequently faced with “emer-
{gency situations,” in which the|
emotional and financial welfare!
of an entire family is at stake.

In these cases, Dr. Hammond)
must examine the circum-
stances and resolve whether a
special case justifies jumping
the line for immediate admis-,
sion. |
The overwhelming prob]emsi
which arise for families who
must care for often profoundly!

retardedchildren : has T resulted;
as:vllnﬁmo w liparent

a myriad,
familial ills, © - o ]
t‘- Two' case jbed by Dr

'‘Hammond give* idea of the
kind of ‘admissions he feels he
“has to” make despite critical
situations at the institution and
‘an already too long waiting list.,

“One father brought his son
— a leen-ager — with him for
an interview,” he explained.
i“For 'the whole time that I
spoke with the father in a con?
ference room, the ‘son'wag run-

nipg back and forth from wall
to” wall and banging himself!
;against them. Also, he ‘climbed,

(up on radiators and would jump
off them.

him. Now it was just too much,
The fgther had lost jobs and
] lms el »'bgen:-.:‘

i i ’ vl

menlons " gui gﬁe calise §f ha
g tw;;;ﬂgﬁﬁ by 4.
EWHAE car 'T do - bi¢ Yaddh

the son as an emergency case?*
Dr. Hamimond asked.

While the first case clearly
required immediate attention,
Dr. Hammond introduced a'
visitor to a couple planning to
admit a patient who ‘has lived
at home for more than 40 years.|
. Until recently, the 43-year-old
'woman who soon faces institu-|
tional life had been cated for,
by her mother. Currently, the'
70-year-old mother is in_a nurs.
ing home recuperating from a,
serious operatiod. !

The move to commit Dorothy!
to Willowbrook was made by,
her sister and brother-in-law,|
who have cared for her during|
the mother’s illness.

Dorothy is toilet-trained, is in
good health, sleeps through the

night and . feeds herself;
le 3 - 40 a

ealled Ruth.*77 s ik s
“When I first had to take
Dorothy home,” Ruth said, “my
12-year-old daughter was quite
upset. Now, of course, she’s
gotlen used to Dorothy, and I
must say that she couldn™ he
kinder toward her,

) <“Things haven't gone well for
lus since Dorothy came because
of “all “the “attention she neeils.’
My ‘husband and" I have® beer
aiiarrellifigl dnd,? after-all, weve

a i
Fggeq “maryied for’more.than’30
‘years;'- '{ R - RIS 7

“There’ is really nothing else
for us to do. A social worker
told me how I could get help
caring for Dorothy for several
hours a day, but what can be




