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Some patients, fortunate enough to he chosen for special training programs, re-
“spond to painstaking efforts of their teachers. When they’re too big or foo old
for the “baby-buildings,” many will end up in barren wards.

ks

Primarily, these photographs de-
pict the condilions in which children
at Willowbrook State School live. But
the children are not the whole slory
of the instilution.

Much of what might have been
photegraphed was out of bounds for
our photographer. Those shots which
were permissible were laken under
the watchful eyes of a New York
State Department of Mental Hygiene
public relations director, the director
of photography and the director of
Willowbrook, Dr. Jack Hammond.

Rules prohibit the use of photo-
graphs in which patients’ faces are
clearly recognizable. Other, unwritten
rules, encourage many employes lo
try and make a dismal situation look
better than it is for the benefit of the
cameora.

During' the day of shooting, Dr.
Hammond was approached in the cor-
ridor by a delegation of female attend-
ants who had a gripe. They wanted
to know why their supervisor hiad been
told to “'get the kids dressed™ for the
pictures,

How come we have to get special

clothes on them now.” an attendant
said, “when we don't have the clothes
any other times.”

Although he said that no warning
was issued to staff supervisors, Dr.
Hammond acknowledged an “'inst-
tution grapevine,” which quiekly
spreads the word that an ocutside
observer is approaching.

Compared to what kind of living
conditions are prevalent at Willow-
brook, these are photos of what one
altendant referred to as ‘“the mce
places inside."”

—JANE KURTIN
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vide for taking chances on a maybe,

Txistence is reduced to eating and sleeping for these girls. Could they be helped? Mayhe. Buf the New York

tate budget doesn’t pro:



When money was available, Willowbrook built children’s wards which are
bright, cheerful and well equipped. This facility is an exception within the in- : s i : g
stitution, Alone, on his bench, a child stares at strangers who briefly interrupted the routine of his life.
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He can't profest. He can't write letters. Me ecan’t Bright eved and eager for attention, two retarded 1In this children’s ward, beds are side to side. New York State health stands g
seream out for help. He can only sit alone, and wait. children take time out from occupational therapy feet of space for each of them. standards call for about 60 squa
for a quick kiss. They're not able to learn what
a normal child can, but they can love just as much. Sl Advonce ghetes by Erie M
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Destined to lifetimes of inactivity in Willowbrook or similar institutions, these spastic-children might have been
\ilne]g:lt: with intensive physical therapy when they were younger. Now, beyond help, they spend days on wooden
ohile cots. ' ‘ ] i I e

~ This is Willowbrook...

In desolate ward rooms, profoundly retarded adolescent hoys sit on waiting room style benches. There are no ac-
tivities. There is no attempt made to teach them. (More photos on Page 18.) 5.1. Advance phofos by Eric Asrts



