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By JANE KURTIN

Democ:ahc County Chairman
Dante Ferrari has called for an

investigation of Willowbrook
State, School to be conducted
independently of the state

Department of Mental Hygiene.
o/ Ferrari, who said he has
frecewed distressing calls from
of patients in the in-
tutwn promised that a task
orce ‘of senafors and assembly-
en will visit Willowbrook early
in January.

" The” task force, Ferrari
reported, will be appointed by
Brooklyn Assqmblgman Stanley
Steingut, mlnqnty eader uf tI'le1
Asmhly.a‘ Wby *" x

“I don't believe,” Ferrari
said, “that the ki nd of in-
vestigation  called for by

Assemblyman Edward J.
Amann can accomplish any-

thing.
“It *involves officials of the
state Department of Mental

Hygiene who are appointed by
the governor. I feel that that
leads toward "another white-
wash.”

Ferrari's interest in Willow-
brook, he explained, has a
persenal side. He has a nephew
who is a patient there.

“When my ngphew s living
Wﬁh&my sister, he™" wh ‘able to
learn.'certain thmgsx'ﬁe could

ai' Wlliowbrook

dress and feed himself and he
was toilet trained. If he'd:had
training,” Ferrari said, ‘I;think
he could have learned -more.
But he hasn’t gotten it.”” *

“There are other children ‘at
the institution who are prain-
able,” Ferrari conbinued"‘?amd
who ‘are not being reached."

“Some of them can hardly be
fed properly when the attendant
staff can only manage about
three to four minutes to feed
those who can’t help them-
selves. h

“In the richest country in the
world and the richest state in
the union,” Ferrari-concluded,
“the- - situation: ~we - have ' at
Willowbrook-is ridiculous.”




