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Mothergratefal,
to Dr. Hammond

I have sent thig letter to Dr.
Jack Hammond, director of
Willowbrook State School:

“As the mother of a retarded
‘child, T had to sit down and
write this letter. I want you!
to know that my family, friends
and I are behind you 100 per
cent.

“I feel that in recent weeks
you have been under pressure,
not only from the news media
but also from “‘concerned’”
parents. I realize that you are
only one man and can only do
so much. The job you have
done, with what facilities,
personnel, and funds you have,|
Is to be commended. Now that
tt:i‘s situation has heen brought
0':the- tum of the, public
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“Unfortunately, in situations
like this, there must always be
someone who must take the
brunt of the blame, deserving
or not. If these people tock as
much time and effort in doing
something constructive for the
children of Willowbrook, all
their efforts would be put to
much better advantage.

“My son is 29 years of age
and with great patience, love
and care he has grown into a
fine man. I also beliéve that
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many parents (situations vary)
bring their children to
Willowbrook who need not he
there. These people discard
their problems onto the siate
and forget them. The parents
of these retarded children are
the ones who have committed
the biggest crime of all. Where
were all these parents before,
when their outcries might have
brought the money and help you
so sorely needed?”

MRS. AMALIE LIEBLEIN,
Member of Staten Island
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Murphy-reporf.<,
draws rebuke |

Here is a copy of a letter
I am sending to Congressman
Murphy. I hope that you will
print it in the Advance. T feel
that the Advance did a great re-
[porting job on the Willowbrook
situation. - . na

to come about easily. What I
heard Congressman Munphy say
at Willowbrook Park and what I
read in his “Report From
Washington” are the old
standard political moves. Pat
yourself on the back and make
the other guy look at fault. If
we can't get some bipartisan
constructive political action on
a cause as noble as care for
the mentally retarded, then
God help America.

I write this as the concerned
parent of a three and a half
year old Downes Syndrome
child. T watch this beautiful
child progress here at home
with all the love he receives
from the rest of the family and
I'm so grateful that we were
‘never conned into institu-
tionalizing this child. Please
continue to fight for a better
system for the mentally handi-
capped.

CARLO ANDERSEN,
76 Hunton St.,
Dongan Hills

This is Mr. Andersen’s letter.

‘‘Received your “Report
From Washington” dated Feb.
11, in this morning’s mail and
‘after reading your remarks on
Willowbrook State School I just
had fo write to you.

“Your remarks were the
usua] things that politicians say
thinking they - will * ‘imptéss
péople:Télling tis -about more
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rhetoric"We knéw what ‘Willow-

brook is. What is needed is
another approach ' to the
problems of the mentally
retarded. Your investigators
would be making better use of
time and public funds by
studying the California system.
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has pressed Willowbrook in
recent months,” T am amazed,
I, as you stated in your speech
at Willowbrook Park on Feh.
5, that you have been
associated with Willowbrook
School for 10 years, how can
you speak of the place as being
hard-pressed in recent months?
The much publicised conditions
at the institution are not the

results of the last few.fin

vt

“ilkinformed by your|
aides and speech writers or that
you really don’t give a damn
about those less fortunate
human beings born into this
world with mental handicaps.
As the father of five wonderful
children, the youngest of whom
is a Downes Syndrome child,
I am deeply concerned about
this situation that is crying out
for some progressive change.
Please do something construc-
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olitical ‘speeches.”
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