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If state Department of Health
standards were enforced,
Willowbrook State School might
well be forced to close, ac-
cording to information provided
by a state health official.

Although  Willowbrook . has
consistently fallen short of state
h ea Ith .requirements, the

riment- continues’ to issue
m&bcales of operation because'

of lhe need for suc‘h an 'insti-
lutwn !

As explained by Dr. Richard|
Nauen, assistant commissioner
of the department in the New
York City Affairs Branch, the
reason for this inconsistency is
based on the need for the
existence of the institution.

“Where there 15 less need,”
[Dri:-Nauen said, “we can be,
stronger. in’ getting. cnm;rhauce*
with regulhunns il

"The " state ' Department - of
Health - sets ' standards for
veluntary /' and © governmental
institutions in New York City,
but in the case of Willowbrook
cannot demand compliance with
them.

“The only thing we can do,”
Dr. Nauen said, “is refuse to
‘issue a certificate of operation.
We wouldn’t do that with
‘Willowbrook. ' because ' where
:would " the ’ people ‘go 1f they;

couldn’t be there?”

On'a yearly basis, a team!
of- ahont eight specialists " are’
dispatched from the department
to Willowbrook for a survey to
determine  compliance with
state health standards. |

“We send copies of our fin-
dings to the director of the
institution, in this case Dr. Jack!
Hammond, and to the chairman;
of the Board of Visitors. . * -
14'Weican: recommend  that
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certain, steps bc; taken to \im-
prove.conditions, but then it is
up to the institution to make
the request for funds from the
state Department of Mental
Hygiene.

“But there is a limit to what
can be done” Dr. Nauen
continued, ‘““when the money
isn’t available.

to provide money. We can only
ladvise' the institution as to

‘whether or not" 1t meets our

standards.

“Society,” he concluded, “has
lots of needs which should be
met. The question is whether
things are better or worse in
terms of patient care. Our
impression is that they aren’t
worse, and they’re probably
better.”

An investigation which might
have bearing on the funds made
avaﬂa‘ble for lel'owbrook was|

scheduled tg begm this weeki~ :
Initiated - by * Assem'blyman
Edward J. Amman after he
read articles in the Advance
describing conditions at Willow-
brook, the investigation was|
ordered by Dr. Frederic Grun-|
berg, depufy commissioner of!
the state Department of Mental
Hygiene.

Dr. Grunberg, who described
the investigation as one which
would determine " "areas: of

'cﬂtu:al need at Willowbrook,”
‘was not availahle yesterday to
igive an exact date for the
arrival of inspectors ‘o .the
institution.
| No one available in Dr. Grun-
berg’s  Albany office had
knowledge of the investigation.
Dr. Hammond, at a meeting
in Chicago, was not available to
give a starting date for the
investigation. No- one=in -his-of-
lficécould ' give:the information.
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join in a plea

We wish to express our grati-
tude to the Advance for its cur-
rent series of articles on Wil-
lowbrook State School. These
articles have brought to the at-
tention of the community the
intolerable  conditions  which
have existed here for so long;
conditions which have grown
even more horrible since the
state budget cuts.

The Willowbrook residents can-
not speak for thémselves; they |
aré unable to voice their) nwn-‘
grievances. They cannot wf.e‘ :
they do not riot, protest or d@m- "
onstrate. Thus their neefs are |
easily ignored and their prob-
lems hidden. With an easy con-
science legislators are able to
s'ash- state school appropria-
tions.

It is therefore necessary for
all humane members of the
community to petition their
representatives on the behalf of
those who cannot do so them-
selves. The strength and justice
of a community can only be
judged by its efforts to protect
and defend the rights of its
weakest members.
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