at the Wﬂlowbrook State

School: |
She's grateful

for stories

Thank you, thank you, thank
you for those articles you are
writing about conditions at
Willowbrook State School. |

.While our tax dollars are
going toward ‘welfare for people
capable of working but are too
lazy, these poor unfortunate
children are living like animals.'
Maybe your articles will open
the public’'s eyes. Since your
articles started I. have been
doing nothing but crying. I had
a child who would have: been
3 in January. I thank God she
‘died this past Febmary !nr‘nhe
would have bee:t, of '
pell on earth b3

perform well |

We are social workerg at
Willowbrook State School ‘and
are well acquainted with living

conditions in ' this institution,
The ward attendants at’ Willow-
brook and especially in Building
6 are dedicated and hard
working. We know that many
of them have formed deep af-
fections for the children, buy
“~em clothes, fodd and presents,
4t of their own salaries and.
even bring some children, who|
have no families, to their own
homes on holidays. ‘
We know that the real prob-i
lems in Building 6 and in the,
rest of Willowbrook are causedl
by the lack of money. Even
before the budget cuts in April
1971 there was not enough
money_provided by New Yarka
State” to provide- enou “at-
" tendants -and ather stlﬂgvadea
navele s LNinguenauarters . and

for any: ot the residents '
Willo heei

other’
adults,

desperalely want" to
train the children but are not
able to because there are too!
many residents in a ward, too
few attendants and practically:

no f{raining equipment or,
programs. i
We also know that the parents
of the children understand the
nature of the problem. They
know how difficult it is to care
for and train one severely re-
tarded child and how impossible
it is for attendants to care for
and train 60 retarded people in|
a ward.
Any progress which a child
fortunate enough to be in a|
training program makes, is
often lost when he is transferred
to'a building with  practically
no training progrims. This., 45,
not the-fault of ward attendants
but ‘the " feult "o Ahgpateitiseid
and legislators who' nﬂ;::"’t&
provide, the money to-'m %
" state school prnparly. s
1t is, in fact, a miracle that,
ward attendants in' Building 6
and throughout the institution
have not become completely

discouraged but keep trying to

do an almost impossible joh.
ELIZABETH LEE,

350 Willow Rd.W.,

Graniteville
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Programs.. .
instituted

When 1 finished reading the
‘articles, I was amazed. I have
been an employe at Willowbrook
State School for 11 years and
lhave worked in several areas
'of the institution. In that time
there have been many new pro-
grams .instituted - through thgg
tu-mx ;ﬁorts ‘of the dnre;:ior
“If the 'author of the artic
had’ taken the time ‘to-tour all

meanmgful ‘rﬂmsf “programs

of the areas at  Willowbrook
?erﬁonally, she might' have
und some pleasant surprises.
Sunday afterncon the newest
unit to ;ﬂpened at, Willow-
broak ‘had “open’ house “for ‘the
arentg:and ;cllf.weu -
‘dents. “ edu
taonul"’tieupy, and
teachers 1S gave their o
io comm gﬂ sp&i

ﬂ

Advancé
several months ago, and it has
grown in the past year due to
the dedication of its employes
and education department. '

descnbed in the

" |of many employes

Let's be fair to the ad-
ministration, patients and
employes. See the whole pitcure|
before you condemn lhel
ireviews. Remember, too, if the|
parents were able to cope with
their child at home, Willow-|
brook and other institutions
would not have 5,200 patients.
Yes, there is an overcrowding
and there is understaffing due
to the freeze and to the attrition
However,
there are many . dedicated
employes there who the pubth
never hears about., I am
speaking of the ones whq?,la :
patxent.u home, launder-thei
‘clothes and provide “home-ma

rthday: an&ﬁ‘tma& o
their® days%nff “Many* chil ‘et

ave- been- placed. at. Wﬂlowj
brook who have never receive
a visit from a parent or rela-
tive, and the attendants try to
compensate for this.

Yes, there is a shortage of
laundry. Many of the Chi]dfﬁn‘
are destructive, and much is
worn out and unable to bel
replaced due to budget cuts. No
child at Willowbrook is starved
as.. your article claimed. Our
food supply is computed at|
Albany, and the amount sent
down .is calculated to provide
a balanced diet. Many of our
children are “food grabbers”
and if allowed to do so, would
consume an unhealthy amount

place the blame on Willowbrook
or-~any - ‘other> stgtuhm -for
something they hu ‘1o contro 1
over 'and that is -
Albany. ¢ /

e

prnr,xle e oi
“children” 8

perform at t
show or at
Benevolent Society’s luncheon
|knows the good things that.are
‘accomplished  here.
|some of the comm

the

Per!

they see.
and ‘help v
their weekly visits.

I can’'t help wondering if thei
doctor mentioned has ever heen
to the “Congo” to make the
assertion he did. If these
diseases are foreign to the
“civilized world”, then what is
the need for the tropical disease
centers located as far away as
New York City? Why is re-

of food. It is most unfair to|.

search being done..to.combat
50 many diseases prevalent
today if as he claimsg
not known ;n
world?

Willowbrook State'SchuoI

Staten Island
* ok *

Knows ”facfsg

S AR
3o 18

l|§ P i
1mport§rﬂ‘ sub;ect of the condi-
tions at Willowbrook State
School. Since I worked there a
few years ago, I know, hrstt
hand, how bad the conditions
really are.

Maybe by bringing this to the!
attention of the people of Staten|
Island, there may be some
people who will investigate what,
1s truly going on and what can
be done by them, and by!
County, City and State officials.

While working at
Willowbrook;=l helpod,‘wxih the
recreation ‘in “Building "20 “along!
with Richie Bardsley also hired,
as ‘summer help, ‘Both of':us
working - together, played base-
'ball, tnok the pat:ents to the!




nnmmmg Pool; the gym; to the
movies ‘once ‘and on a hospital
nhi .7in- New York harbor forl

. They loved every minute
lof it and so did we-

The following summer, again
(we applied for the job because
we both enjoyed working with
\the mentally retarded and we
got to know each patient per-
\sonally.

But our ‘‘wonderful’’

d'67alld “the ¢ po.uenis ﬁﬂﬂl
g and /they' ask

MWWg to play base-
ball outside again, take walks
and go for a bus ride but all
we can say is anything but the
truth just to make them happy.
| So if the people could know
what is going on, then they
would want to know what they
can do to help because Staten
Islanders are like that.
“Maybe by some slight chance
- man Murphiy, Borough
President Connor, Senator
Marchi, Assernblyman Russo,
(Mayor' Lindsay, or even
Governor  Rockefeller might
investigate and find out what's
happenmg and what they can
do.

STEPHEN JAVARUSKI,
951 North Railroad Ave.,
New Dorp

Dedicated
personnel

This letler is not being written,
ghallenge to the “facts of
tarie. rather as a re-
"lk&l 4, irue story is

eldom. . “facts” alone,
':'; qolgand true adage,
eauty is in the eye of the
Ehn der”. This suggests as
equally true that, “Grossness is
in the eye of the beholder”.
Your reporter presented a
gross story of Willowbrook. She
saw the facts as it was very
likely suggested that she see
‘them and, in fairness, as most
|outs:ders would indeed see
them. For there are *‘gross”

facts to be observed at Willow-
brook. The unkept appearance,’
the misshapen bodies, the sores,
the drooling, the soiling, the
groveling and the animalistic
cries and behavior are all there.
\But this does not mean that
Willowbrook is = “gross' insti-
tution -and that its- employes
should be shamed for being a

inicompetent, g
.':?sm: per:

barie, s sons And it
does not mean that the resi-
dents of the school are regarded
;as anything less than human.

Quite to the contrary, Willow-
brook State School should be
viewed with an appreciative
eye. Then the real story of the
institution will unfold. This
story must begin with the social
concern that creatéd a place
where those exceptional persons
whose families” would not o
could. mt*e!m!ur thm
fmd*a;h%u ;

Tnn, lnoi’” “hmw
this" g " However,
basi¢ care }hbulﬂ he adequate
to keep them comfortable and
happy. Should he!! But ad-
mitiedly at present it-is not.’
The level of care provided at
Willowbrook is unfortunately
directly related to the level of
the concern of us who are
society. Collectively as the
“State” we created the insti-
tution .to ‘‘care” for " these
“persons’ but having got them
out of sight we put them out
of mind-and tell .our representa
tives in Albany to"*‘spend only
enough to keep them alive”.

This is sinfull We should
appreciate  Willowbrook for
what it does but we have to
be concerned enough for the
persons there to support it at
the' level that it can be. ap-
precxaled I' 'am not . a

“protestor,” but last Sunday T
permitted myself to be photo-
graphed with other concerned
people in a protest march at
Willowbrook designed to in-
fluence our Governor and
representatives in Albany to lift
the freeze against:-hiring and
spending so that we might have
an adequate budget for staff
and care.

Every concerned person and
certainly every critical person
ought to make an (;lffnrt for
improvement ugh his repre-
sergatwe for%"?:an only come
through legislation: (i ;‘-hﬁr

FThe mext chapter{of<the’ true
story ‘of ‘Willowbrook:would be
concerned” with the residents.
Seen with the proper eye, they
are heautiful people. Not in the
aesthetic sense for so often re-
tardation - is accompanied by
'some sort of physical anomaly,,!
but they are heautiful in the
genuineness of the personalities.

gh " i

vc

They ‘are_‘ friendly, . ‘warm,
emotional, - affectionate,  open
and direct. They have .ng social

veneer to' hide behind as we
‘do They are happy too, whén
'given a little love and attention.
\They are so desperately needful
‘of love. This is what makes the
present situation so doubly
tragic. The shortage of help
robs them not only of the satis-
faction of actual physical needs
but it robs them of the happi-
ness that attention gives.

The final chapter of the
Willowbrook story is the true

erspective of .its.p 3
all: the levels of ‘the: i
these saresn dedleltedf*qlw

heyire lmng the concern
muhf“!ays hati Teg:
lha persons 1 ﬂlm 1
vaid- left by family: sep:
They are not "Keepet . The
are the persons who’ share the:
lives of and share their lives
with the *‘undesirables”. They
are the ones who touch the “un-
touchables”. * They are * the
persons who are reclaiming
many social “‘rejects” to be dis-
charged as productive citizens.|
They are the persons who give
meaning to empty lives by
teaching skills to fill empty
hours. And so on and on .. .|
They are the persons whose;
hearts glow with the res:ponsei
of those to whom they minister
but they are also the persons
whose hearts bleed because
there are so many who need
50 much more. These are:Yhe
heroic persons who sacrifice
from extra time and meager
salaries to bring happiness and
comfort to overwhelming need.
They are the people who care!

And these are the people WhoI
are maligned because they do.
not do more!

Yes, there are faulis al
Willowbrook State School but
let's not criticize, . Lelis,odie
appreciative, and ' suppegtive
Cnr‘mtwq?m%w ti‘ﬁ% :
#will” most" cér!‘aih?f :
1herssum the man& AR

“ARNOLDETOSTLUND,

Pfﬂestnut Chaplain s b4
Willowhrodk™ §f§iﬁs§p :



