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into the proble}n
brook State School will be
launched some time this week
at the request of Assemblyman
Edward J. Amann.

Amann, who claimed he first
became aware of the critical
condition of the institution
through Advance articles, said
the investigation will be headed
by Dr. Frederic Grunberg,
df&“‘l commissioner of the
e Mg tg!x 58 -Depart.’
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Amann, a member of the
Joint Legislative Committee on
Mental and Physical Handicap,
said he was aware that Willow-
brook had a staff 'shortage but
had no idea of the ‘'gravity of
the situation.”

Amann accounted for his
failurevto visit the institution
in two years or to inspect it
for si¥ years by saying he has
never been invited there by the
director. 3, * Tiakm tigris LG
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%o%mo};, until I saw the
paper,” Amann gaid, =

Assemblyman Lueio F. Russo,
who vigorously denied Mental
Hygiene Commissioner Alan D,
Miller’s claim that legislators
were  “killing patients” by
denying funds for state institu.
tions, maintains that “‘areas of
public  health” have first
priority with him.

Speaking of Miller's plea for
money, Russo said, *“I don’t

qDlame anyone for trying to take
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Russo said he “and - other’
legislators had been iifo:gig ;
that the Ments] Hygiene
Department hag “gross areas
22 wastte and duplication"

xperts on the

eans Committee. i

e are moving into a new
era, " Russo continued, “where
people . are demanding eut
budgets and lower taxes Gm‘
Lf it means fewer servicel:

y
'he represents an area where
taxes are not popular,” said he
“cangot do it aloge.

patients by not voting for an
expanded budget was not only
attacked by me but by many
of the other legislators. And. if
Dr. Hammond felt. that we
should visit Willowbrook, why
ididn't he call and invite us?
I am willing to. go there at his
|convenience,” Russo added.

“People should realize that
you can’t have your gake and
eat it. If you don’t vote for
taxes, you can’'t expect more
services.”

ﬁ’hat I'm afraid of,” Marchi
said, “is that the choices we’ll
have in the future will be worse,
unless we have some kind o
eform on a federal level i
- “The children we're. talking!
'about aren’t criminals or dope|
‘pushers, and they deserve to
‘be helped. I don’t think people|-
really realize what they are
voting against when they kill
certain taxes. Unless they have’
a personal involvement,’
Marchi concluded,
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