their right
1t is written in the 25th chapter o;f'j
the Gospel according to Matthew: =

“Inasmuch as ye have done it untcgM
one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it to me.”

That is the message to Gov. Rocke-
feller and our State Legislature about
what is happening to the mentally re-
tarded and otherwise handicapped who
are in Willowbrook State School.

The descriptions of how so many of\
them are treated so poorly, or almost
entirely ignored, in a series of articles
in the Advance this past week make
s a;g'fa\r worse place to be.
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handicapped from birth can be con-
sidered a crime.

Some of them will never leave
~ Willowbrook. They are too incompetent
_to make it into the everyday world
most of us live in. But there are others
who could be trained for a useful, pro-
ductive and: self-sustaining role in so-
ciety with adequate care and instruc:
tion. Alas, all too often it's not only
inadequate but sometimes missing en-
tirely.

It isn’t the fault of the people who
work on the Willowbrook staff. Most
of them are truly dedicated people,

and want only the best of care fork
them. But these staffers have see (
their numbers decimated by cutbacks
m the state budget

Thej are over-
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F- crete or these our fel ows"

2y &mpléyesﬁmé'(if every one of us. None
can turn his back on their needs and

their problems, especially in this land -

' which has for so long and so many held .

out the beacon of hope and provided
the sustenance of life for people in other
nations around the globe.

‘We New -Yorkers have been asked
to let the state borrow above its debt
limit for a number of things, most re-
cently one for transportation—and most '
of that for more and more superhigh-

ways. The voters turned down that one

Who among us would deny them
what is theirs by right?
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The .governor and the Legislature
must act speedily to end this callous
neglect. Our three Island legislators,
who haven't visited Willowbrook very
much at all, must go there and see .
for themselves what is needed, then
move forthrightly to have it provided. .

The least of these, our brethren, .
may not have a vote, but millions of
others who care that Willowbrook’s
charges get proper: care do.

The message is clear. It must not
be ignored any longer. If these lonely,

_dEprwed_ and a11_ too often desolate '




