theu' own umque touch of sad-
ness.

These youngest of the patients
in {he massive instution lie|
on rubber floor mats or sit in
cribs and playpens, and they
often appear unreal and doll-
like.

Some are afflicted with
|deformities; but for the most
ipart they’re lovable and cuddly,
and, like toys, invite human
touch. !

ileersy-who prei hwuﬁmg’i
vith ‘them”than 'with other; ¢
atiractive patients.

The Infant Training Center,
where these children- learn to
walk and to feed and dress
themselves, among other things,
(is bright, cheerful and filled
with toys and learning equip-
ment.

Occupational therapists spend
hours with small groups of
youngsters and find that they
are responsive and  very
[frequently are educable.

For these therapists, who
7 attachmenls lo a

usualiy put an end lo 1heir!
edutdhon

Many of the children that|
‘we've trained,” a therapist with
more than 10 years' of exper-
ience said, ‘lose everything|
when they get transferred to
other buildings.

“We don’t have enough help
at all for these kids, but it’s
worse in the other buildings.
They don’t have any more toys|
and they don’t get the aﬂentmn

Willo would
'mure with the pahents if they
had the time.”
 In one of the baby wards
recenily, only two attendants
were on hand for 40 children.
One worker pointed out that by
the time the last of 40 diapers
is changed it’s time to begin
all over again.

“In my experience,” said
Ralph Giaecio, an Islander
whose son has been in the
school for 12 years, “the al-
tendants have always | 5%"“1
,ppnsc;em:wmahdfhw it
5:"“The: Workery' heve: *2Gi amh"z

‘undex’ s 5eb
than ap No- mattemhw?mn
tthey do ‘and how ‘many hour
héy ““put in, they  couldn’t
possibly fill the needs of the
patients. They can’t make up
for the personnel shortage.”

Giaccio said that until his
whild.... was.. .. Aransferred. f;o?

and he'd even look forward to
going back to Willowbrook when
I brought him home on week-
ends. When he got to Bu1ldmg
6, all that changed.

“First of all,” Giaccio con-
tmued “he lost a Iot of WEIght

! B 9
wouldn’t  have learnmg op-

portunities. But I didn’t realize
the full effect it would Have on
him.”

The importance of attentmn
for patients at Willowbrook was
illustrated dramatically by one

nearly to the floor.

Forgotten for a few moments
by his attendant, who was oc-
cupied with other patients in the
ward, the young man uttered
no sound of complaint.

When led back ot his chair |
in the day room, the patient
stared intently ir the direction
of the strangers who ap-
proached him, not really at
them, If anything, his face
registered fear.

With a few gentle words to
this apparently unresponsive
‘boy, and a quick pat on the
head wo strangers got a smile. |




