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bodies during the endless days
they spend on wooden benches,
curled on the floor or leaning
against the walls of their ward.
They don’t understand the
indignity of being perpelually
naked or the repulsiveness of
their ' drooling, They don’t un-
‘derstand. that people are-afraid
to todch them: (¢’ F4% 2 % 13

S T
maunally in ‘opeg, stalls, B

"are-‘p
jammed into massive rooms’
and stand not more than 12
inches apart. Possessions, if
these severely retarded boys
have any, are not visiblq —_only
row upon row of institutional
white iron beds.

Called for lunch, the 60 or
so young men responded at“
once. In a:single, _chaotlc,m'yg,;:,
they rushed {or; the: doot"which

bpld open*ahd yegtuglly. lead
m e

y Murp
“rikin

| ronimﬁnah Stpersons.t: Bt
normal persons aren't rushing
into Willowbrook State School to
help and the employes can'’t.
One case of a young man we'll
call Alan, who created prob-
lems for already overtaxed em-
ployes was told by a member of -
the professional staff this way:
t.-“Alan's x e ¢ 6 1-d shaws. that”
{for’quife a while before hevwas-
;put in-seclusidn he was having

‘fiproblemssin’ schookThy sigaiti

8xin Bignifis
- canty, thing,: about, thig " s, that'
helwas n school and of an 1Q
which deemed him educable,
“Eventually, Alan bit one
of the female attendants who
couldn’t handle him, and in May
of 1969 he was put in seclusion,
“In January of thjs year, a
letter was sent to James 7,
'h& erqty director here at
Willowbrook, ‘4from * ' another’
npi A%, . th i iﬂ .

oo S BhE lether informed Murphy;
“that A!-aﬁmr%ad e ein ;'.’r_;ixsz{'
seclusion for over a year and

thgt his  condition ‘had de-
teriorated drastically because of
his isolation,

 “Murphy was apprised of the
fact that A]an ate, slept,
urinated and defecated in one
room and that he should_haye,

sgiouldy
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scrafche an attndant He'’s 21
and no longer  considered
educable,

“The terrible thing is that he
was not destructive in school
and if he'd gotten help with the
problems he had then, all of

riah ﬂﬁﬁ}w"?fwf“ 2

Isolatien at Wdlqwhrdok is tha

P

Wistted apy d¥gir}
who has been locked mﬂ%ﬂ
nearly two years. She’ll be

" Patty, .

‘Patty bitother patients
 when lshe was  provoked. A
. bsychola suggested 40  her
of 2 m iyt thatv'. ‘they.© f‘sl-nnld
'authorize J&a}pulhngx alkher

‘téeth”sp ghe” ‘could- Bo: bagkon
“the_wapd The, family, ‘s‘ym
biit “the plan was never carried
oul
“You ean |
seclusion cel] —

a little window covered wilh
mesh, There's 5 larger window
at the other end of the room,

A mattres

ey cause trouble

see a'hght but I assume f.hat'

there is a hare one on the
cellmg

"“Patty is kept naked all the
time. Someone sald she tears
her clothes off, so there’s no
point in ‘dressing her. But she
duiutdothatunthe‘thd iy
¥ P goutall . hmthrouafh

Ao shéaloohy. abivon

i e T e

“ang mumbles ‘2 ;F% wdr’dr‘ She;

1.,

LWas, ancﬁ""tonsx ed’ educablr
"bLfWSlnce her seclusion has lost
many IQ points.”

Theoretically,

patients who

are put into solitary confine-
ment are to be taken out every
two hours and must have their
, cases

reviewed ~daily by

,bqperating room at this time.

pretty “'much forgntten and
doctors automatically sign the
authorizations.” The cases, em-
ployes said, do not get reviewed.

Failure to review patients’
cases has apparently affected
more residents than those in

. isolation. . N

=7 oAg" aniexample oha wecumhg
giragadﬁ emmoyas deseribed-the -
i ‘a hdg Who ‘went’ “blind*
4 year :passed from the
(fﬂ@f ithe {®n ey opefation was
prescribed for him.

T h e youngster’s record
showed that he'd been examined
by an eye doctor who said that
an ope:atlon was needed but
that ‘we do not have an

“yearlater, ‘the boy’s eondition

dlarsi Belig:{ob far

brook suggested that dlagnuses
are difficult for doctors to make
“because they're afraid to get
close to the patients.”

“Most of the time,” a worker
explained, “they have an a:i
tEn a haud.le (She, person.an

d mf back amf tﬁll,ayqu%
wmfvw Pt sirong it i

aJ.u
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