Sfaf'en lsland N. Y..

Monday. chember 15, 1971

parents marched outside and
protested crippling budget cuts,
severely retarded patients in
Willowbrook State School spent
yesterday in darkened, b:«xrren‘|
rooms, wailing at the concrete)
walls that mark the. boundary uﬂ
fheir world, . '

b e, i o

‘curners “or behikich atiegy few
n  doors: ‘Othets' “Wandered
aimlessly,

or sat rocki
s ng quietly in plastic
For parents who have heen
visiting their retarded children
at Willowbrook for dozens of
years, it is not the sight of dis-
torted faces or the pathetic,
deafening eries Lhat shock the
senses. -

For those peaple -—**‘tﬂm long

ago’ faced‘ the ftragedy’a!’iﬂld
children's retardmpn 2 gl
1e” apparent level 'of néglect at|
the school which encouraged a
march.

Asking that their names he
withheld, parents deseribed
scenes where children were
marched into a dining hall,
naked, and marched out again
minutes later with only the food
t  they could grah from the
tavies clenched. in: their”hands.

$"Thosé' “adults wxho:t ‘régulaﬂ
bring their children “tomie Df
weekends explained bhat -they'
are ‘always extremely hungry!
and thirsty when they arrivel
and that the first hours together
are devoted almost entirely to
Eatm& v iy
{7 One woman, whose monema
" 0]
wi oY e ool
has' Iut 20" pounds-' since ‘hig
arrlni ‘at’ the institution.” | "

flailing their arms;

Hients “to deteriorating services
due to the loss of 500 employes
whose positions could not be
filled under New York State’s
|job freeze, and to absenteeism.

Hammond, who said “similar
situations exist in all our insti-
tutions,’’ commented that the
situation: at yllfoﬂ;rookﬁ *was
worse eaght years' ago when

:plamuig' hhat i{he ‘schiool
operation ‘reached its peak
just prior to the 1970 beginzing
of the freeze,” Hammond said
that “it has never been pos-
sible to give patients the kind
of care we would like to give

them.”

“Ar aveta twoa"attendm
W miozﬁl&waﬁmﬂ" :

4 G Bt qt« ﬂws. 1

“‘"I‘h1s ‘Iﬂace is like the €on
go,” a doctor claimed. “We
have sickness here that you
just don’t find anymore in the
civilized world."”

A visilor yesterday saw a
bleak, empty room which, ac-
cording to employes, was until
recently occupied by a woman
kept there in solitary. cun.fm&-
rnenf ' Tor three” gaam" %
¢ ”Bacauss ‘of ' the Blready ihsui-

Y |
vidualistic pahents are punished
by isolation.”

With no staff to handle them,
problem cases are sometimes
confined in these empty rooms
for years with nothing more
than a mattress, ‘the .employe
claimed. .

Dr. Hammond gave the cur-
rent hospital patlient census as

5;200;, The imstilution’s. capacity,
»40 Statd standards, tid
B00%N i st o

e grgh®and” fﬂm&huﬂmana

father commented, “but it’s iike.

“They do what they can,” 2
a drop in the bucket. !
One man observed, “The ani-
mals at the Staten Island Zoo,
have more space and get better!
care than the children at Wil-

lowbrook.”
“We have to decide,” an em-
ploye said, “if the people here

a staf{ member sajd “the best
that can be hoped for is that
the patients are kept together.”

In one ward, a visitor was
‘greeted by women patients whol'
‘rushed frantically to be able
to say hello, make conversation
and he hugged.

4 ““These people;” an-‘emply¥e
B paﬁt

t'. the. "school said, “‘are ‘i
Mesperate., riead Jof £
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odhing more: than protein’ gar-'

are .gojng. o . be treated like
}“ba‘gd or’ human 'beings.”

“wmﬁ%&é?ﬁ

tenswe training, go back into
|society.

: ‘Because of the staff short-
;aﬂe, the employe continued,
“they are lumped together and
receive no programmmg They
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: institution’s administration building to
eeze ‘which have left 500 staff vacancies unfilled. 5. atvance Photo by Tony et
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