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ients of social welfare services. But under a
program sponsored by the Community

£ R.mrm_ugm others.
upm As volunteers, they are serving at the Willow-
~brook State School for retarded children on
‘Staten Island; at Creedmoor State Hospital for
.m.m_u,n mentally ill in Queens Village; and at Syra-
\.n\.wmm Psychiatric Hospital and the Upstate Medi-
,“,.ﬂe.n.._ Center in Syracuse. Others are engaged in
w.wﬂwmtmasm materials for the American Red
,u.ﬂﬁwamm at the Berry Houses Senior Center on
i Staten Island.
Since more than 50% of the blind in the
:Uhited States are over 65, it isn’t surprising that
wﬁ-«n average age of this unigue band of volun-
,..ﬂmo%-,m is in the mid-60s. Like most seniors, they
! ..Mm.nm a barrage of health and economic problems
m,amm top of their blindness. But as one woman put
it ‘] feel T am helping people who are worse off

£

sothan myself.”
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=2 ?...irmg can these blind people do? Well, at

y llowbrook several women mend clothes for
‘fhie youngsters while male volunteers repair
rniture in the school’s fix-it shop. At Creed-
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Joseph Cardona (dark m_mmmm.& is another blind volunteer who works beside sighted seniors i the _.m.um: shop o
Willowbrook State School on Staten Island. SERVE program is sponsored by the Community Service Society of New 4

moor, the blind act as “friendly visitors” and
seek to draw out the mentally ill through con-
versation. They also lead patients in singing,
dancing and games. One man teaches a rehabil-
itation class in ceramics. In Syracuse, volun-
teers stuff envelopes and do other clerical chores
besides working with hospital patients.

“The volunteer idea has caught on with the
blind and it is turning out extremely well,” says
Mrs. Janet Sainer, director of the CSS project.
“Apart from their handicap, the blind are like
other people...they vary in interests and abili-
ties, and each has his special skills. As volun-
teers, they perform valuable services, contrib-
uting not only their talents, but also their
warmth, concern and understanding.”

Mrs. Sainer’s project is an extension of
SERVE (Serve and Enrich Retirement by Volun-
teer Experience), a program started by CSS in
1967. Since then, SERVE has enlisted more than
1,300 volunteers ranging in age from 60 to 95
for community activities throughout New York.

When the decision.was made a few months
ago to recruit blind volunteers, SERVE turned
to a number of other agencies for assistance.
The Lighthouse on Staten Island and in Syra-
cuse; Vacations and Community Services for
the Blind in New York City; the First Presby-

to that woman. It was fantastic!”

terian Church of Jamaica, which spon
SERVE at Creedmoor: and+“the staffs of J&m g
various institutions to be served where all »Mm i

volved in planning. ;

Some special arrangements must be mad £
course. A sighted senior volunteer is :m:uﬁ ;
assigned to work with one or more blind <cm:“... ;
teers, and transportation either by bus or %T
is provided for the blind. The only training { 4 ;
is required is a brief orientation talk and a mw 7 A
of the facility.

“When I heard about this program,” recalis
72-year-old Mrs. Wanda De Los Santos, “‘my first
reaction was, ‘They’re feeling sorry for Bm.%
1 was told that the idea wasn’t to help myself but’
to get me to do something for somebody ﬂm@
despite my own condition.” b \M

Max Greenberg, 55, had similar mixed m,,m :
ings. A former aviation mechanic, he has mmﬂmm
handicapped for nine years with partial <%M>
and a paralyzed arm and leg. £

“In the beginning,” he says, “I had my doubts!
about volunteering, but I've changed my mifid:! £
“The other day, I asked a patient (at Creed-] ' -
moor) when she had last had visitors. Sh :
she couldn’t remember, it was so long a
really impressed me that I could be of




