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protested

Parents of retarded children
staged a sit-in yesterday as
‘the Gouverneur State School on
Manhattan’s lower East Side,
protesting plans to close the
school and transfer some 200
patients to Willowbrook State
School.

Meanwhile one of the par-
ents, Willie Mae Goodman,
sought an ln]unctlon against

the closing in Manhattan Su-
preme Cour{ on behalf of her-
self and other parents
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State school closmg

by parents

now has 5400 patients and 17
children were transferred from
Willowbrook to Gouverneur last
month “because of the terrible
conditions at Willowbrook.”

She charged that the state’s
‘warped sense of budgetary
economy” could cause “‘death
1. -and irreparable injury” to
the retarded patients.

Dr. Jack Hammond, director
iof Willowbrook, announced in a
Hletter to parents last week that
the Gouverneur school, a divi-
snﬂn of Wlllowbrnak was be1

ng lesifat han, i
'!We very much-regret- that
|this ig. takmg place,’t Hammond

{

|‘-ald “but the matter is entire-
'ly out of our hands.”

Parents said they feared that
efforts might be made to move
the children before the April 28
date, and vowed that children
would be taken out “only over
our dead bodies.” A

Irene Allen, a member of
the nursing staff, said the
(Benevolent Society for Retard-
ed Children was supplying food
for the sit-ins and members of
the predominantly Negro and
iPuerteRicanz*omiimunity “surs
rouhding: théf‘hehbolﬂm}e“hui?-
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