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An

NYU seientist reported
foday

the suceessul immu-
nieation of humansg against
the et serious  form of
hepatitia, n major step to-
ward the development of a
vaceine.

If a vaceine jg developed,
perhaps within five fo nine
years, the disease—serum
hepatitis —ecould be comtrolled
much the same way that
rolio vaccine hag -virtually
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cradicated
try.

The report of the achieve-
ment came from one of the
leading researchers in the
field, Dr. Saul Krugman,
chairman of the pediatrics
department  at the Nyu
Medical Center.

“We do not yet have an
effective vaceine,” Krugman
said in an interview, “but the
door s being  pushed ajar,
Hopefully, a vaccine would
be as effective as the polio

polio In this coun-

~and measles va ceines,"

The immunization
tested on 14 children at wil-
lowbrook State School for
the retarted on Staten Island
where a milg form of hepa-
titis is always present. Ten
children got one inocullation
of a boiled serum containing
hepatitis  virng then
were exposed four monthsg

was

later to {hat form of the dijs.

case. Four did not contract
it; the other six had symp-
toms that were significantly
modified from normal expec-
tations.

Four children who got two
Inoculations  four months
apar| npparently were ecom-
Metely protecled when ex-
posed four months Jater,

Hepatitly |5 a virus-caused

disease, attacking the lver

and causing jaundice, nau-
sea, weakness and other
symptoms,

Generally, there are two

kinds of hepatitls, serum ang

Infectious. Berum Hepaiitiy'
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can be transmitted in blood
transfusions or from con-

tamlnatéd need]es, In'fectiouu ‘

wavance at MY

hepatitis ig generally spread
through infected food or wa.
ter or person-to person.

But these traditional oja-
tinctions are now heing found
to overlap, with some serum
hepatitig spreading through
direct or indirect contact. Ser-
um hepatitis jg usually more
serious, especially in adults,
It can be fata),

Krugman has been direct-
ing a major research effort
for 15 years to isolate hepa-
titus  causes and devise
preventives. This significant
gain wasg reported in an
Honors Lecture at NYU Med-
ical Center here today.

His co-workers on the pro-
Ject are Dr. Joan P. Glles,
NYU research pediatrician,
and Dr, Jack Hammond, di-
rectir of Willowbrook,



