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By ELAINE HESS
If the budget cut for the

State Department for Mental
Hygiene for next year goes
through, the South Beach Psy-
Ichiatric Center will suffer two
major s et backs, according
-fs overall director, Dr. Al-
M. Mesnikoff.

fle South Beach Psychiatric
B:r. under construction for
¥ than a year in the Ocean
Bte section, will not open.
jLThe $30-million [facilily, with
700 beds, is scheduled for com-
pletion either late this year or
early' 1972,

The programs going on for
two years for South Shore resi-
dents in need of mental help
iwill be put in a financial bind.

The possible cut comes at a
time when “Staten Island is on
{the verge of adequate mental
health services,” Dr. Mesni-
{koff said. _ ‘
This is being done by com-
i the independent North
the North
Health So-

area group,
iond Mental
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ciety, with the two-fold South
Beach Psychiatrie complex,
consisting of the South Shore
program and the new center
under construction. Once in full
swing, the center will back up
the North Richmond Mental
Health Society and also serye
North Shore residents when
necessary.

FUND FAILURE

However, Dr. M e snikoff
charged, “If the cut is not re-
stored, the physicians proposed
to staff the center will not be

ment of Mental Hygiene budge!
would mean that the South
Shore area would have marked-:
ly inadequate resources for
the coming year.”

Dr. Lawrence Eisenstéin, di-
rector of the South Shofe pro-
gram, headquartered at 5§ Stuy-
vesant Pl, St. George, §§peci
fied that the cut would h
adverse effect on the d

ment of present services, would
cut the medical health staff by
10 per cent and would stop ail
travel money, overtime money
and equipment money.

$49.6 million, as submitted by
the Assembly Ways and Means
Committee.
Commissioner Alan Miller said
that the cut would have a dis-
astrous effect on the instilutions
for the mentally ill and the
mentally retarded.

are needed for this

Shore program has been ;i
eration, the number of Si¥

Islanders admitted to Marihat-
tan State Hospital has been
reduced ‘‘by more than 50 per
cent over the past number of
months," dropping from 75 to 30.

By developing a comprehen-
sive mental health program
as planned, Dr. Mesnikoff said
hospitalization will be short-
ened al Manhattan State and
costly treatment at Bellevuer
Hospital will be reduced.

He also mentioned that the
new center will have a large
payroll to he recirculated large-|
vear tolly from Staten Island in theI

The proposed cut amounts to

Mental Hygiene

Dr. Mesnikoff said the funds

available and the facility will|“3™y out the preparation|nex{ two years. !
not be able to be used” necessary for the ce Ierfsj Dr. Mesnikoff has writlen to

In addition, he contended {hat i ) 44 | (state Iymen , advising
“failure to fund the Depart- He said that since the aln; - 8, joined

effects the cut would have.
Opposition {o the appropria-
tion reduction should be in the
hands of state legislators by
next Friday, it was reported.
| It was also revealed that the
benevolent Society of the Re-
tarded Children had raised a
2 ind.lo sed in




