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ADVANCE ALBANY BUREAU ‘

ALBANY — An amendment
to the Mental Hygiene Law,
\which would eliminate any and
all costs to parents for care of
their - children in state schools
fui'_,‘{ihe mentally retarded,
hassbeen introduced here by

Bill would end hospital fees
for mentally retarded youths

law does not require parents|to pay, He said all middle in-
of children 21 and over in such|come families, including those
schools to reimburse the state,|classed as low-middle income,
the committee feels that such|are required to pay. These
costs should be eliminated for|charges have increased con-

said that a low-in-|help meet .increased:icosts . of

Assemblyman Edward J.
!\m'ann.
{™he bill was draited by the
Jgint - Legislative Commitiee
.the Mentally and Physically
Handicapped, of which the
Staten Islander is a member.
“"He explained that since 1966
parents of persons over 21 who
are being ,cared for in state
mental schools have been
cxempt from any charges for
such service.

END REIMBURSEMENTS

His new bill would specific-
ally eliminate collection by the
state of reimbursements from
parents of children under 21
in state schools for the re-
tarded, such as Willowbrook
State School on Staten Island.|

The assemblyman said that
last year the state collected
charges ranging from a few,
hundred dollars to $5,700 from
parents with a child in a state]
school for the mentally re-
tarded. 5
“Many . states, provide, su
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cause of the great economicja state school is mot required
hardship the care of such ajto pay, that the charges are

the|based on the ability of parents

siderably in recent years to
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