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By TRANK HAGELBERG

A fop aide to Gov. ' Rocke-
feller 'has motified dissident
employes al Willowbrook State
School that an investigation
. has been launched into “alle-

galions of irregularilies in the
+ payroll  procedures” at  the
- state institution.

The action has been hailed by
leaders .of the prolesting em-
ployes as the first “real result”
of two weeks of meetings,
pickeling and trips to Albany.

In the letler, sent fo E

Smith, a Willowbrook empl
who has led the current fight
John Hanna, chicl counsel to
the governor, conlirmed that
affidavits from employes con-
. taining specific charges of pay-
1oll mishandling have been re-
ceived by the exeeutive depart-
ment.

Hanna nofed that the offices
of lhe state controller and
allorney general ave also look-
ing inlo the problem.

ITanna added {hat the actions
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to a telegram delivered to the
governor’s office more than a
week ago by the workers, de-
manding a meeting with siate
officials 1o discuss payroll
grievances.

Smith said the lelter from the
governor's office is proof {hat
“our current problems are
being ‘understood for the first
time.” Smith explained that
when  workers had previously

|approached Hanna on  similar

problems, they were tald to re-
port 1o the Civil Service Em-
A s s ociation  (CSEA)
at Willowbrook, |

But  Delancy, Smith said,
is the payroll accountant at the
school b elieved Dy many
workers fo be primarily re.
sponsible for le errors {hat
have heen commilted recently,
and therefore not the proper

person o receive the com-
plaints, |
“The fact that we're notl

being shuffled off to see CSEA!
this time shows that someone

represenled a move by the
governor fo handle the situation
“in an appropriate manner.”

The letier was sent in response

come ‘in here and

finally has guls enough to
investigpate
what these people are doing,”
Smith added.
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