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‘H elpz;for the Retarded

e
Desptte C‘rzt;c:sm, Wzllowbrook fﬁhool

1

Willowbrook State School on
Staten Island has been in the

ing, This
,but the

;s uém Esearch bemg

Villgwbrook primarily
efim study of various
aeases that were

acre plat- tltquls]and has

imeans medical care, nursing,

a capaclty of 4,50 \patients,,lts‘
present .census# sha

5,400, of. whom
badly disabled they
to walk,t B

Losg Waltlny?erlod af

There 'Bre 1,500«ersons’ on
the waiting list;"of*wghom about
200 are under 5 yws old. The
waiting period for younger
children avt:ragesr bout
months. The walt;gg riod for
the mentally-reta eﬂpe over 5 is
indefinite, ¥

The list has been closed since
1964 and some of those remain-
ing have been ‘lig d for more
than five Is. .

The waiting list ! problem is
also acute in the“11 other insti-
‘tutions in New! ‘a;grk State for
the mentall¥efe rded

Funds have now béen appro-

are unable

Stands Out

sas a Center of Exce]lence

At the school, 2,000 of the
patients are covered by Med-
icaid, and the state collects
from’ the Federal Government
for their care.

In these days ,of spiraling
medical costs, it wd$ almost un-
believable to learn’that the per
diem cost: at” Willowbrook in
1968 .was $8.60 a.day. This

food and- lodging, as;well as
education and all of the neces-
sary\theraples sy

Over-All Friendly Splrnt

The services are _provided by

By HOWARD A. RUSK, M:p.

38 full-time"physicians; 65 at-|
tendmg dnd :consulfant physi-
cians, 85 eglsteréd nurses, 53
practit:al nutses, ,l,g750 attend-
ants, ‘130 teachers,” 20 physio-
therapy aides; 93 o\':(:Upatlona!
therapists. and andes and 53
recreational theraf

In addition- t,hefe-lft the main-
ltenands “staff pf tcooks and
cleaner® and &l other types of
thelpers to~assis¥ in providing
the necessary ‘Setvice,

Further, there"are 938volun-
teers, of whom 300 are senior
citizens organized by’ the Com-

d{ With “trahsporta-
tion by e Community Service
Society of*New*Yotk: Lunch is
supplied by Willowbfook State
School. All volunteers make
a great contribution to the
warmth and friendly spirit that
permeates Willowbro

The probjem is.%: into true
perspective’ when ™ one learns

that 60 per; qeﬁt of t patients
have an LQ. of under ; 28 per
mg be-

cent have%an 1Q.°r
tween 3 dt49 and only 12
per cent ‘have an: 1.Q. of over,

munity Serwicé Bucigty of New
York. The other volunteers in-
clude high: schogl md college|

rendered has been phenomenal.

In 1964 there were only 30
teachers for the entire institu-
tion. There are now 130. The
number of therapists, social
workers, psychologists and oth-
er personnel have increased
proportionately.

In 1968_33 new classrooms
were completed for a special
program for.childien‘under 5.
The program 'is now in full’
operation. Thi$ is #4’addition to
the academié sﬂu&! department
that provlde& Tédugation and

training ~ for. arr?sum additional|

pupils.  #gle FETS

Emphasis’ ‘Werywliere is on
color and action. "

Every ‘patitng withéany capa-
bility 15’ 1/ thes! school program
and th¥' moﬂ: ‘severélicases of
those unable: v get' out of hed
are wheé!edm o i‘mgény th:xiunslhme
on to the'perip! ‘peihe class-
rooms andiplaygrourids.

To ‘those familiar ‘with the
old stagnating programs for the
retarded, imwalk through Wil-
lowbrook is a:stimulating and
heartwarming expenence

Speech"l)isordeﬂ“l’rogram
A fewt mbnali ppservatwns

indicate v dyqa‘ncs of the
program.
At me; ﬂma the, children eat

with kniyes and fofks like other
people instead of suffering the
ignominy of spnon feeding, and
even the severély retarded are
proud to use their napkins.
There is a special program
for the blind children, Most of
the blindness ha$ occurred as
a result of rubella. In this pro-
gram are all of, the latest train-
ing aids as: well as: highly ex-
penencgd personnel. =~
There is a special program

for the 170 pupils with speech|

'disorders under ‘the direction of
three qualified? speech, thera-
pists and;: the:
equlpment{, ;\Tjn ‘same is true
for the deaf.¥

finest ,!modem ‘

!

scores of other tasks which
they delight in doing. G =7
Unfortunately, under state
regulations, these patients can-
not be paid for their: vgork but
funds from voluntaer so
primarily from *
set up a fund
$2 per month,” It"%
but it means a
nothing. ,*’}‘k :
A Treat Mpb
Good Hu u.

1C8 cream €0
go-round
wheel, gi yen by ' gHe
goes from tmng 6
a carnival sﬁtmg. rid

In evl
and mos

care a
proof ofigi

In th t
number
there we
with 60 T

A measles’ imfnt':mzd an pro-
gram was stam@in 1961, Since

that timegghere ‘has not: been
a single ¢ ma and
fatalities for: ward r

‘measles #as the
..wlmx - 1960
e than 6

The era 0
and its complication ﬁ'm’
lowbrook : § Mﬁde *possi
because - ,im t&research
[that wA8%" ‘by the
Health Research Counc:] of the
City of New d

All néy n admis-
sion who T 1 ,.5 WS no im-
munity a;'aicmtin V3 ccmated
against wwﬂ la and
mumﬁs "

nmea pecial

mst t en-
ters ook

is t:uisf

) 50. A largenumber of the latter It was mterestmg to note
S pr?m‘“ f;;ggtﬁi group with edycation and train.|  that the severely. retarded
o B les ing provh back' and func- youngsters -in one classroom
Rl di g‘;fun l‘m e tiongs “pi tlveP jzens in were pufting together the cut- 4
I (gl | b thet! Ne tk  State the ‘commghfity. outs of the lunar module. day. ;
b "’i?ﬁd ‘M Hygiene Under thg dynanﬁc leader- There were 5%0 (;(lder {3;- For othe:‘s mterested in a
IR - o Improsement yFund shxp of the director,’ Dr. Jack tients at Willowbroo mTh e a our, it is suggested that prior
{' ‘ig ke, Brooklyn, Bronx, Man- Hammond, over the last five therapeutic work progra:lm Bll‘r:' al'rangement e made so that
Eo o ety "and Westchester willl |Years the growth both in qual- help to keep the B;SUI}I ket ™ escort will be available.
g vy earkik i lity and quantity of the services in the bakery, Kitchen an —




