Famil y love and shmulahon

By MAXINE SITTS

There are children who have
never seen the moon or the
stars and have never smelled
a cake baking in a Kkitchen
oven. .

The clinical word for them
is ‘‘underexposed,”” a term
-psychologists and social work-
ers use when they talk about
institutionalized youngsters.

When you experience a kid
clinging to your legs two min-
utes after he's met you—a 6-
year-old who's spent the better
part of his life in a home, a
good home — that's when you
realize that all the stuffed ani-
in the world can’t make up for
the lack of a family.

st;mulatwn means

more to
them — more than just affec-
tion or comfort. Family life be-
comes a real learning process
—a step in their drive to make
the most of themselves.

Gerard O'Regan, head of Wil-

children don’t diffeg from ‘“‘nor-
mal” children in a home en-
vironment,

“They’re loving, warm. They

kids.

tarded child, he says is the no-
tion that retarded kids are bas-
ically “different.”

Foster home care can be the| They aren’t, O’'Regan con-
answer for many of these|tends.
youngsters. No institution—no| ‘“Whenever I hear someone

matter how top-rate — can re-
' place a family situation.
Needing the stimulation and

love that only a home tan' give
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remark that one of our children
doesn’t act retarded, I have to
laugh,”, the director says.

lowbrook's social services de-
partment, says many retarded

have the same needs as other
But they lack intellect.”

A big hangup in getting Is-
land families to take on a re-

"Ther‘es no set way of acting

Vw lare youngsters, uni~

ly, whose retardatid;!

is so great-and. involyes§
many physical handlcagsr ;
they fare better in an 'insti
tmn

mcely into a home, causijg
more disruption than i
mal” child. M B

O’Regan’s comments were
aimed at recruiting Island
homes for them. About 50
youngsters are in the commu-
nity now, after heing matched
with families.

“With a patient population
of 5,700, the possibilities for
more placements are vast,” he
says.

The school pays $150 a month
per child and supplies all
clothing and medical 'needs.
Some children can be placed in
a one-parent situation, 0 Regan
points out.

For the wuncertain parent,
Willowbrook: offers “a prelimi-
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